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All  towns  in  which  the  Coxs  lived  were  within  100  miles  of  London.  
Not  shown,  Pewsew  is  near  Salisbury;;  Wield  near  Basingstoke.  John  Sr.  
died  at  Teddington  (near  Hounslow.)  

Part  1  
By  Janet  Porter  
  
   All  major  events  in  the  
Cox  family  occurred  within  
one  hundred  miles  of  Lon-
don.  The  major  roads  in  their  
towns,  the  surplus  of  their  
farm  products,  the  commerce  
in  their  cities  all  pointed  to  
London.  John  Cox  Senior  
eventually  ended  up  in  Ted-
dington,  a  city  on  the  
Thames  River  in  a  London  
suburb.  Yet  his  beginnings  
were  in  a  quiet  village  less  
than  one  hundred  miles  
southwest  of  London.  
   John  Cox  Senior  was  
born  17  September  1813  at  
Pewsey,  Wiltshire,  England,  
the  son  of  William  Broad  
and  Mary  Cox.  Wiltshire  is  
the  location  of  the  ancient  
Druid  civilization  in  Eng-
land.  The  Druids  may  have  
migrated  across  the  channel  
from  the  Celtic  people  in  
Europe  and  stayed  in  the  

mild  climates  of  Wiltshire  
and  Ireland.  Because  the  
Druids  are  said  to  have  been  
in  Britain  3,000  years  before  
the  time  of  Christ,  there  are  
several  references  to  them  in  
Roman  literature.  However,  
since  they  had  no  written  
language  and  left  no  artifacts  
to  explain  what  they  be-
lieved,  little  is  known  about  

them.  Various  references  and  
traditions  show  they  may  
have  practiced  human  sacri-
fice,  believed  in  reincarna-
tion,  and  held  oak  trees  and  
mistletoe  sacred.    It  is  not  
known  how  or  why  the  Dru-
ids  built  Stonehenge  and  the  
Great  Stone  Circle  at  Ave-
bury  in  the  County  of  Wilt-
shire,  but  they  remain  to  this  
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England.  Two  years  later  his  
parents  married  at  the  same  
parish  church  on  10  July  
1815.  Although  there  were  
seven  children  in  the  family,  

Cox  to  remind  townsfolk  of  
the  rules.  When  John  was  
five  years  old,  his  sister  
Elizabeth  was  christened  22  
November  1818,  and  she  

day  monuments  to  an  ancient  
and  somewhat  mysterious  
civilization.  
   Wiltshire  County  with  its  
easy  access  to  the  sea  and  its  
mild  climate  was  the  center  
of  considerable  history  and  
folklore  in  England.  Almost  
a  thousand  years  before  John  
Cox  was  born,  in  the  year  
871,  King  Alfred  the  Great  
came  to  the  English  throne  
as  king  of  the  Anglo  Saxons  
in  Southern  England.  It  was  
Alfred  who  was  given  credit  

for  recording  Christian  law  
as  the  foundation  of  their  
government  and  for  repelling  
the  invasion  of  the  Danes,  
the  last  battle  being  fought  in  
Wiltshire.  Thus  a  statue  of  
Alfred  the  Great  stands  in  
the  town  square  at  Pewsey,  a  
monument  to  important  
events  which  took  place  

there.  
John  
Cox,  
growing  
up  in  
Wilt-
shire,  
had  to  be  
aware  of  
the  an-
cient  his-
tory  of  
his  
home.  
  

Pewsey  was  
twelve  miles  
east  of  the  
Great  Stone  
Circle  at  Ave-
bury  and  fif-
teen  miles  
north  of  Stone-
henge.    His  
mother,  as  yet  

unmarried,  
took  her  in-
fant  to  the  
parish  church  
at  the  nearby  
town  of  Wil-
cot  and  had  
him  chris-
tened  into  the  
Church  of  

For  centuries  the  Wiltshire  countryside  has  been  a  patchwork  
of  tiny  villages  and  farms  divided  by  streams,  trees  and  path-
ways.  
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Stonehenge,  fifteen  miles  south  of  Pewsey,  was  left  by  the  Druids  
in  pre-Christian  times.  It  is  not  likely  the  Cox  family  were  un-
aware  of  it.  



John  Cox  Family  Organization   Page  3  

They  were  probably  relatives  willing  
to  hire  William  Broad  and  his  sons.    
   John  Cox  grew  up  and  married  
Ann  Baker  in  Wield;;  and  his  own  
eight  children  were  born  there.  He  
never  owned  land  as  did  his  Broad  
relatives;;  rather  was  listed  as  a  farm  
laborer  in  the  census.  Wield  may  have  
been  a  quiet  village,  but  it  was  only  a  
few  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Win-
chester  made  famous  by  the  Norman  
invasion  in  1066.  It  would  have  been  
a  walk  of  less  than  five  miles  to  see  
the  great  Winchester  Cathedral,  the  

earliest  of  the  great  cathedrals  in  England.  
   Wield  seems  isolated  until  one  remembers  
it  was  situated  directly  in  the  center  of  a  tri-
angle  created  by  the  industrial  city  of  Bas-
ingstoke,  the  Norman  city  of  Winchester,  and  
the  ancient  port  city  of  Southampton.  It  was  
to  Wield  the  Mormon  missionaries  came  in  
April  of  1851,  and  the  Cox  and  Stiff  families  
were  baptized.    
  
the  Mormon  missionaries  came,  but  no  one  

was  named  Elizabeth  Broad.    
   Both  the  Broads  and  the  Coxs  were  from  
Wiltshire  for  many  generations.  However,  the  
Industrial  Revolution  caused  so  many  families  

out  of  work  soon  after  his  marriage.  Some  
time  before  1820  when  John  was  about  seven  
years  old,  the  family  moved  forty  miles  east  to  
Wield  in  Hampshire  County  where  their  last  

five  children  were  born.  Wield  was  the  loca-

the  surname  Broad,  who  hired  farm  laborers.  

The  Druid  Stone  Circle  at  Avebury    was  about  twelve  
miles  west  of  Pewsey,  providing  questions  but  few  an-
swers  about  the  early  residents  in  Wiltshire.  

High  Street,  a  main  road  through  Pewsey,  was  much  the  same  when  
this  picture  was  taken  in  the  early  20th  Century  as  it  had  been  when  
John  Cox  Sr.  was  there.  

Pewsey  North  Street  about  1870,  fifty  years  after  John  Cox  Sr.  
and  his  parents  William  and  Mary  (Cox)  Broad  left  for  Wield  to  
find  work.  
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in  the  Broad  family  was  interested  in  the  L.D.S.  Church.  
Yet  in  spite  of  local  persecution,  John  Cox  Sr.  and  six  of  his  
children  were  baptized.  While  Edwin,  John  Jr.,  Sarah  and  
Elizabeth  Ann  eventually  emigrated  to  America,  John  Sr.  
moved  to  the  bustling  town  of  Teddington  on  the  Thames  
River  to  work  for  the  railroad.  He  died  there  at  the  age  of  
55  in  a  train  accident  9  July  1869.  
  
Documentation  for  pictures:  
Pewsey  Photos  courtesy  of  Pewsey  Heritage  Centre,  Avonside  
Works,  High  Street,  Pewsey,  Wiltshire,  SN9  5AF.  Tel:  01672  
562617.  

Stonehenge  courtesy  www.travelpod.com/travel-blog-entries.../1/127586746  
Avebury  Stone  Circle  courtesy  William  Stukeley.  
From  his  
ish  Druids     

  
River  Thames  at  Teddington,  courtesy  Wikimedia  

The  marketplace  on  North  Street  in  early  Pewsey.  

Five  miles  from  Wield,  the  great  Winchester  Cathedral  
was  probably  known  to  the  Cox  family.  It  was  begun  in  the  
eleventh  century  A.D.  by  the  Normans  after  their  conquest  
of  England.    
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NOTICE!  
The  First  100  years  of  Woodruff    has  been  reprinted!    This  book  
was  originally  published  in  1972  to  commemorate  the  centennial  
of  Woodruff.    It  contained  biographical  sketches  of  the  first  set-
tlers  and  those  who  made  their  home  in  Woodruff  for  any  length  
of  time.    It  includes  those  who  were  living  there  in  1972  as  well.    
Some  errors  were  corrected  and  another  small  booklet  honoring  

able  for  a  limited  time.    If  interested  contact:  
Donald  Neville  
316  So.  200  West  
Kaysville,  UT  84037  
801-544-9401  

He  would  be  happy  to  mail  out  copies  to  those  interested.    This  is  
the  3rd  printing.      The  cost  is  $35.00.  

The  River  Thames  at  Teddington,  ten  miles  out  
of  London.  John  Cox  Sr.  died    nearby  in  a  train  
accident  9  July  1869.  

If  you  would  like  to  read  his-
tories  about  the  children  of  
John  Cox,  please  visit  our  
website  at  www.coxgen.org.  
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John  Cox,  Senior  and  His  Posterity  
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John  Cox,  Senior  and  His  Posterity  



John  Cox  Family  Organization   Page  10  

John  Cox,  Senior  and  His  Posterity  



John  Cox  Family  Organization   Page  11  

John  Cox,  Senior  and  His  Posterity  



John  Cox  Family  Organization   Page  12  

John  Cox,  Senior  and  His  Posterity  


