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The Case
A

Lontjnuul.rqt pdgc E..

"Hey youl Ovcr there, on tbe kangarool I have some
qucstions for you. why are you doing this?" I shouled.

''11\ conrpljcated. I m sureyou hnve more questions. but
I have pressing matters to attendto. Ifyou lltake two sleps to the
left aDd stand on lhat red X. we can continue this story. The
man's voice sounded lbrelgn

"Sounds l ikc a p lot  de! ice to ne.  bLr t  i f l  can ' t  tNst  mcn
riding kangaroos. then whlt is the world conring tool Two steps
to lhe leit and down the box cNm€ on my hcad.

1s.r t  in  the dark lor  the longest t im€.  l lowwas I  going to
get out of this onel Why dldn t I just $rite anolher paper aboui
sonre other toficl lt krcked like niy luck had tlnally run out. A
thought  canre to me ther t  why not  iust  l i l i  (hc box up? ld id just
that. Free ol my wooden prison. lwas abie to contnruc my se.t.ch

My serrch did nol llst longi hc lvas in the same pl ce he

' 'Whrt  lhe l  l low d id you esc pe nry Lr  p? 'he inqui red,
looking more contnsed then cvcr.

"Wi ih sone d i i icu l ty . "  I  repl icd.  Now 10 phy lwcnty
questions; llnt. why did you trke my prpefl"

" lsupposc I  should conre c lenn."  Thc n l rn laughed even
though no one said rnything tlnny.

' ' l rmrc lLrd l lyanal ienfromthepI  netEl rg land.  l \4ysprce '
ship has crrshed and th is claborrte schene lo lrre you here lvls so
I could use your paper as fuel. You sec. our spnceships run on
stupid storics that nrrke no sense, and yours are the bcst. With
lh is ,  I ' l l  be able to f ly  thc universe e ight  t imes over"

''Ookaay...You can havc ir. lrnd on that nole I think l ll be

of the Missing Short  Story
leaving you. It has been g.eat. but, that was a little too much
inibnnation fbrme You nright $ant to keep that wholc alien thing
a little hush hush, if)ou catch nry dnli." l waved goodbye to my
much con lrscd liiend and dec ided that maybe hitting 'Print" again
s,as not as bi! a dedl ds 1 thought.

I  leamedthe nextmorning thr tnrykangaroo r id ing a l ien
lilend had escaped from the hospital lnd robbed a zoo. I had
w.tsted print€r ink for nothing.

Zach Stcchly *ns bom on March l8r',
1985 kr ltobyn rnd Dnniel Stcchly. Zach cuF
renr ly . r tcnds Bcnrworth Scnior  High rnd ls
planning to grudratc ii 2001. He is dojng well
ii schoollnd hotes 10 keet il that way.

Z.ch tlaycd socccr trom thc lge of
s ix  ln t i l  hc vas !  scnior  in  h iSh school  He
lctrcrd lbur yc!r! dnd wds ndr)cd A1l Scclion

oncs ord givcnhooonblc iicnrion lrvicc Hc docs notplan on play'ng
in collcgc. rlc is dijoying rhc Ldck of trnning.

.Al td h iSh $.hool .  Z.dr  p l rns to. t lcnd col lcsc.  l l ischoicc
ol collcgc is probrbly Pom Sletc for hvo rcosons, Firsl. it is d nicc
cln1pus dnd h.s clvy nr.rior hc coukl possibly wrnt to choosc ftom.
Sccond, thc dppllcdljof lvxs casicsr lo fill out ind hc is hzy.

Zrch will plobubly do son.thiig with scicncc or cnginccF
ing, but gilcn lny protsion hc lvould chosc lo bc r ftnoonrst.

Z lch 's  fxvor i rc  tc lc ! is ion shows r rc  lhc Sidpsons rnd
Fuludma. llis lirvorilc inolics arc (ihdiltor xnd Monty lyllon dnd

thc Holy Crail.
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