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January  2003 A  L i t e r a n y  l ' l a g a z i n e

The SXmurli ,Crenshu

P a g e  5

The wafl ior flew bick fronr thc inpact ofdE blos and d'd not nrolc.
whcn Ocnshuotcrcd his cycs. he i-c1t white-hol pain coursing

I laid ny head down on thefloor and began to snorc.

(ntinut!.|./nn t)uge 4..

I  i l ( to  wlr ! tcvs i t  is  you w!nt , ju \ t  lc0vc nrc now I  implore l
Quoth nly n rhcr. Should halc donc it bclbrc."
''Molhe.," vrid l. brclk i\olerrnd schoolshns tonlorow, and ifldonl
gct lh is  work dotrc  by thcn, l  wi l lbc t l l lo fsorrow
8y thdt hcdvcn thlt bcnds rbovc us by drar God we boih adorc-
' l ! l l rh is  poor  soulwhy yotr  toment  her  or  I  fcd she wi l lhave ^neNous
brcakdoan at thc aecofcighlccnl
PLc!se drd lh is  s i len l  wnr i
You win,  lcdnl  t lkc n dnynrorc l '
Qroth my nroiher, "Should have done it b.forc.'
''Do ydi not see all this w.rk I halen r elen sr! edl 1 shrieked.'l,lease
go away and lct mc gct it donc so as I don t conrc homc tonrorrow

Underclassnen don-1hale tharnrucir homework, go bug ny siste. shes

I m u.ds a lot ofprcsurc lnd you rc no1'naking jt any bcttcr
Plerse srop srlnding on my floor
Plcasc slop naggi'rg by nry door''
Quolh ny hother, Should h,!e done il before.'
'Yes." said ny nolheri 'Should have done that homework before. Don't
lake it out on me. ir\ no one\ fauh but your own, now slop shouting

Tlcn shc quretly wallcd out thc door
"Desplle all hernagging," s.id I ro nlsell'l knew shc was right. l rrle

ThrecA.M. thc clock is ticking. so much ilork stilllclito do, oh vcll,l
willjust miss halfa dly ofschool tonrono$, after all, it's nolhing but d

Hundreds ofledsaSo r loan sM (ri wds ttuve ling ii rtmore fiery red ind muscul^r, with sinister look irg spikes erndging liom va.ious
pan ofjapan. The sanurdl * as dressed ir ! simple rvarior s k inrcno aid placcs. His hcad ras an clcn darker red. with nvo picrcing ycllow cycs,
only cmied trith hin a sinele weaton. r karanr. His hrir $rs \hire. his rnd lo.g tuws oi srikes rhat cuned down rhe demon s brck. N4ost
facc was youthlul. and hc caricd thc scaN of many baftlcs, as Nclls nrq impon.ndy.theonicairied.spikedclubcalledatcrsubo. Thc oni'oared
stride ofa ler$n who is hutuble. His lppearance also seened ro conrnrlnd oncc again aDd bcgan to spcak to him, My ranrc is Yakanio no o.i ard
the respect  ofa l l those aroond h in.  Hehdd!k i idhef t rnd$ouldheh you.srhu.a i .s i lLd ie iorcominghere. 'Wi ththar , rhecreal (e lurged
anyonetharneededhisse^ices. While the srmuai was on his lvay to the ro\vlrds Genshr The wdrior jumred out ofthe way and p{lled his
grect city of Kyuden Bayushi, hc dccrded to stop ota sm.llullascto rest bhde. The deDon charged w nh his c lub mised, bur yct again the sim! n i
and gct nrorc supplics bcii'c finishiig hisjourncy. As hc approachcd thc dodgcd.ndlcnaclcancutonthcdcmon\sidc Yakamo no on' ho$lcd 'n
villagc- hc noticcdrhdr thde were no peoplein sighr This sight spartcd parn liom thc wound and chargcd Ccnshu forathndrime. This tinrcdlc
his curiosit), to inlestigate the situation. so he decidedto extlore rhe town denion wls ready iorthe srniurai and derll d liscous blow tohischest.

Whei heariledin lhe town, he arproached lhe c ose( buiLding
rnd entered it. Thc buildjng was thc lown tavcm and lhcrc nas no onc
insidc. As hc stcppd fufthcr in thc buikli.s, hc hca voiccsconringlionr
the blck ioom. Swinly, rhe sxnlur.i wen( to the brck lo see who wtrs
ralking and to his suryrise it Nas an old couple. The oldor woman
approachcd hiD with rclicland told hin to go and slt. Not onc to insult
rh. e ldcrL}'' the sdm!ful dld what he wN told rnd sdt down rt r rrb le. Soon
lfterhe hid sat dowr, the elderly vomen returnedwith food and drink ior
lhesamuni  and shcahoroldhinr thar lhc lcadcr  of  rhcv i lhgc would l ikc

Shonly ! f lerd$k hrd id l len ovsrheindl l  r i l lxge,  lhe wdrr ior
went to d snr.ll house in thc brck oi rhc vilhgc. As hc rwroichcd, a
servonl {ho sas postcd outsjdc bowcd rn rcsfccl rnd sld opcn thc dooi
whcn thc doo. *rs ii,lly opcn. hc saw thll thc housc wns indc&l vcry
snal l  but  i r  wd!  vcr !  n icc ioncthc lcss. ' lhc housc i tsc l l  wrs only  onc
room rnd in thc middlc olil wds dn oldswonrdn kicclcd ii liortolrldblc.
Asrhcsdmordi .pprodchcd,hcbowcdrothc! i lLdgclcodcrrn( ishcmot ioncd
fbrh in tos i t .  Soor. l ic rhe sdtdovn,  thcscr ldntwhonr hcsdwout  l l l r t
cdmc into tlrc loom with ! lray ol hol lc! ud two c!|s, lhd scrlrnt scl
thc trny down, loucil thc stcamitrg rcd. d1d thcn hii thc chicfrn.l thc

Doih ofnrcn sai for ! 1o.g rime jusr srrinls ihrre lid sbwly
drinting the nint ter. Then rhe chicflooled up.nd sri.l. Vy nanle is
Tehuko, fomrrb. f t lcnra idcn,and lcaderof  th isv i l lagc.  Lctnrcgctror l rc
point ,Ccnshu.  \4y! rLLagc dnd I  necdyourhch. '  ( icns lNwasshocked
rohearth.  v i l ldgechiefsdyhis nr$e,  becauserhde wereonly r fca who
kncw it Tctsuko prccccded lo rell hnn iblr lll ol the vrLhge \ vmlrai
were k i l led by a v ic ious oni .  Thjsdcmon! is i ts lhcv i l jagconccanxnrth
and denrands iood. orhe uilldesrrcy the !illage. After Tersuko fitr ish.d
the storyof tlrc dcmon. Ccnshurhought dboutwhat shouldbc done. The
two sar in silenceonce dglin untilthe sanufuitold herhe would scr out the
next noming xnd end rhis poor village\ problcm. with that lrc got up,
bowed onceagain ro the chici andlcf.thc house

Thc scNantoncc lgaD nrcr thc sanioroutside o, thr house lnd
instructe.lhin thdl i roomras preparcdforhin arrhe inn. Afterhc.ring
$is ncrs,  Gcnshuucf l  lo  lhe inn an. lgot  h is .oon Thene\rhominghe
got uI). bdlhed.a.d wentlo prepare for the trek into ihe mountains Nhcrc
rhe onilivcd Whcn hc lct! thc inn. a goup ofvillag{s \!as ihcre lo grcet
him. T}cy had brought larious amror and vcapons. somc hor\e\. and
they also brought food and other supplics that hc migh' need To rhe
! illagcr' aston (hment, the onl! lhing lhal he rook w!\ a \ingle hose dnd
a one-d.y raion offood dd waler. The villages ins istcd of h im tik ing at
lcasi some amor and u better weapon, bur he rold hin rhdr ihe kimono
that he was pcaring was cnough and tlicrc was no ssord in rhc la.d better
than hjs. Soon aftergdtheringlhe eqlipnent, be lefithe \ illc-qe did h.adcd
inro the mountainsto slay thc dcnron that was tom.nri.s rhis \illage.

It didDol iake Censhu long aftergetti,rs ink, rhc mouihins lo
tird tic demois la;. Without hesnation. he called for rh. ber.r ro come
outdndi.ce him. A roar that could sh.ttcrstcd erupad ftonr dr. calc and
thc creaturc enrerged. The denon w^s incie.llbl) hideou.. lis body w.s

David Crouch lived in Scerery H i1l ibr thincc
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mothv, Denise, aid hls younSer bi(nher,lonrlhdn.

Hc is currcnily a studcnt al Bcntro h llg
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D0!e hos been lnlolled in lhe mdnialaris fofrbout tbur and a halfyeas.
and hc hrs rcccnllyconrnriucd hinseLfro thc schoolnrusieal.

,\lid hc coniflctcs hish school, Drvc worLd likc to 80 o. to
.ollcgc. llis ln( two nicks ior.ollcgc itrcludc Wrshinglon and Jeffcrson
dndPcnn Std tcMcKccspor t .  l t i scunc i l l yundcc idcdwhr thewo! ld l i ke
lodo, bur hc is givingconsidcr0tc rhoughtlo cngincering and ilsobusincss.

I Iley aileast my mother qa$r't ralki'rg anymo.e.
_ _ _ _ l


