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J a n u a r y  4 0 0 : A  L  i  t e n a r y  l l a g a z i n e

Dragonslayers
A fa in t .bur  l i i gh tcn lDg.  no isc  co l ld  bchcard  f roddeep $ l th in  rh . r . r j l .n rn . -

thccavc ,bu t thcbra lcadacnturc rsdrdnotn !nb .ck .  The)  looked i le lch _A \ron..annol auck an n. bul a nian can atlack a stonc I
olher, ind silently agreed lo conlinue snh drtir daring plan. Thc thrcc harc iI. \ct !rghr ofthe repulsile crean!c. Nlanthas sald N he pulled
comp.n ions  thcn  wa lkcd  ion  the  l igh t  o f lhe  fo res t  i . ro  lhe  mls rernr -  hnbtuadn\ . f t l J remi tssheat | . 'Non,a . * l l l evqhaverocas thrscycs
a ln ros ta l l l cdark fcsso f thcCavcofdrcLos t .  Thcy  cn te  rcd  rhe  myth icd l  lponrh ls rerchedruh lu reagr in .  A t  (h r l  momenl .  !  g reen ghre ,  ren
place in ! sirrgle file lirc, for that sas all lhc spacc thc crtnncc would orl) trr_ Ri ng. fd s kee. e!es. prsed oniiously icross the body of the
.low. Fnsl rls N1rfurhas, r fine lnd \rliant $a(Lo. Thctall$toftu stofc Scprrrjs as drc Ndrlor stnrck the stone with thc might of Sanrpson.
mei, he \!ore r coal ofshlning gold maiL. shich \vas otuatcly dcroratcd $hat  rn  Cod\  n !mc. .  .  N4ar l thas  sa id .  b* r r ldc rcd .  A t tha l
* i th0Dc ien t rnesands} ' ]bo |s 'Hebr ind ished i |n rgcboJd$vo i .1 .ande\ ! . {n l rn r . . I .aCrac} i1 inn .d jn l l rcs to rc � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
was  no t  hcs i tan t  b  usc  i t  lo  sd t lc  d rsputcs .  H is  long b lond ha i r  f lowed might )  s leord  o f  Ml r r lh .s  conquers  once rga in l  he  exc lu i i i cd
freely onlo his brord shouldss, aid his hlnd$mc liLcc and bright bluc triun raftly. Thc sculpnrc cnrmbled rnto nrany picccs. and the broken
cycs madc many womcn srvoon. H is ttue to Nv. howeler, came froni lhe bodtofrhe Setlirls Lrya( thc Icctofitsnr$c(larallrcker. As thc storc
rcd  hcd l l lb i  lhar  w ls  d .a |e ( l  a tuund hN nrNor iu  ncck .  I t \ !as the  t i l l . i l r cvca lcdaNooders tand lv i thareryo ld look inss tone lab le ton i t .
legenddy Medal of SonDon, rnd it grve hini (he biblic!l hents rrodistuus Ar!()n !nd 11trngtrd approachcd thc sfi,cturc c!uti ,sly.
s t rcngth .  l$onder rhn t ls  wr l l len  on  suchrn  nrc ienr l t rb le t ' l l  Mf r thas

l  hc  ner r  (o  .n r$  $ns  Ar l lu r .  a  th rD lnd  pa lc  n ran  c lo thcd  in  a  sdm.noNlc ryc \c i l cd 'Rcad i i i tonc . ,Ax . ron"
shnbby gr i t  c lo rk .  H isn t fe r rn fcehrddc .c i rdnrany in t .d rn l lngdra t  A \ ! ,on  w ls  a l rc ldy  s tudy ing  tu  t lb ld  wnh in tc rs r .  tha lc
l rcs 'asscak .bu t t l rccun | lngso lcoc |dn ] to tmi |d th is 'A | thoughherv .snotseeD|h is ]d 'gurge |dnrn iy .mnnyye � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
no l ]J rgc ]nn ! lL tc .h ]s |no$ l . {1g .o i .Jnc icn t | in laLsandcha|nNgavchm� � � � �d � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
morcr { r . r lhn fnr rnvc .u l { l con  chc id .  l r  h  i s  c lo lk  th f t  wcrc  count lc$  Sh l l l l ruc ,nDr ro ,cad i t? '
hddcn pcltcts rlr,'r ortrin.
hc  nccdcd ,o  h is  : ! c l l \ .  o l r .d rcn ls  ih0 i  rvo !  d  s l .d le  e lcn  thc  n ros t  ig rccd
blltlc-hli(lcn.d ol n1.n. ln his long. rgilc ilnscrs lrc orrcd r nnraht ,^xnron. conccnlmtjng dccpll. bcgon to rcad soiily i.Lrlr,?

cvr l ,h ,shcotwrsgood.  l s  wr i t t cn  l r lo  t ro r  Mdcrs l rn ( l i r . "
 l though hc wrs thc hs l  to  crr lcr . l lxngrd wxs l l rc  lc0dcro l thc ' 'Whr l is lhcnrcxnlngoJth isdic icr t rhynrc l  Rdrgxklwondcrcd.

{vc  rc$g i  i7 .d  whnc! *  hc  wc. r .  Awisc lndwho l lygo(x lm!n ,hche l  lo thcbcrs tsLr i i  Wc r rus t  i i , l l ow thcnr .  io . rhcy  ! rc  d rc  on ly  hopc  rh r t
n o t r l o | . . y n 1 r i o r c r c l t t t c , l ] c c o ! 1 . l h i | r n x r ! i t s c n c n r y i l ] | o o | ] i g h 1 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
1 ] o m ' 1 l ) ( ) y a  s ! w l y w j t h | r | s c n c h t | l c d . c L l ] n . d c b o N . d l l h r d c ! c s � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � i � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
conrDarub lc  roa  hosk  s  l th ldbccnhrsd f l ro lcnn t rc in to rhccr lo rhdr  x  yc l low s r i r .  Ancr rh r rpo j r r l , ldDno lsurco lwhc i todo. '
d ry . tb rhcwln tcd10vxnqu ishrhcev i ld f tgonth  l i  vd  rhc ,e  once ind  ib r  'A l . ighr ,  1 i io ,d \ ,  d io rgh .  Rrng ld \ t id  weh i lcspenrmuch
rll Ilccrosscd hinrsclfrcLigiously bctbrc hc cmercd. dnd pro iscd God t i'nc hcrc alrcldy. Thsc w ill bc rirnc lbr ccl.bmtion latcr. Now re ni lst
'lut he woukl ejrhcr $rccccd ordic hli'r8. wrlk.

Deep in rhe bowels ofrhe.rve. rluc *rs u h.gc chlmbcr Ln by An* tr few niLc\. rhcy drivd at a nrk in rhe |uth on which
ctcmally buriirrg iorchcs. Thc lighl fro'! rher rorches illlmintrted rn thcy hd bcor nN!.lirg. There was on oflllhoot to the letl rnd one ro rhe
enohlou\, hlltnrgbeasri r.rd
To dcscribc ils horor is impossiblc. ibr tro woftls.vils'oreh hale beci Follow ifg Rlng.d \ guld..cc.ll'cliicrds tookihe plthonrhe
nr lcn tcdb) rn t rn .  Thcdmgonhad l i leL l i i rhecdre in r longe ' rhandnyone lc f i .  H is  w isdod proved rue ,  lnd  soo.  rhey  lb rnd  the tueL! .s  sund ins
ln .w.cvenbe1 i l reAdam!v ! \cx i | cdhonrdrcCrk lcn ] lhddbccn inas la lconthrge ! .LkNpentagr !n r I lw !s thcon | } l co [ f i ! ]d ] jDg in thccavo. lnd
ofdccp slumbcf, alDost hibernalion, for nfuny yedrs. but tuised ns held wrs thcrcforc v.ry casily seen.
$arply Nhcn lhc nrcn cntcr lhc ca!c. lt had scrscd r rNv prcsence '\ow whdt shall wc dol Mar.lhas askcd
cntcr ir g irs lair. afd wondcrcd hov anlonc could bc so lbolhh as 10 ' l hc iiscrlptjon sard ro spcak thc wotrls. bur trhdt Nor ds I do
d i (u rb i l .  lhc . rea tL t re re$ l l cd log ivc lhescn lspasscrsaradr$s l rp rsLng no t lnow. " l t lng l rd .ep l i cd . ' , { ra ron ,h lvcyou lnyde!1
wclcome, and somerhing like a smile pased rcro\\ irs fiendi\h lip\ arthc "lfyou wlsh,lcai standon lhe srarand atremttro chdnl sonre
lhDughl. Il hid i(s headback.n lhe gurndlnd wlilcd anxnn$ly lbrrh. nrgic incantations. Perhllsone silllc \uccc\+nl- the wiTardrcplicd.
intrudcts to lird its chalrb.r. That sounds likc r wir $Cgeslior, sorccrer. Vamthxs rnd I

Mear$hile. the nren werc slowly nraking thcnway through rhc wrll.esr lnd eat orou.tro!i$ois whilc you'nake yourattcnrpls. ifyou
labyr inLhso i rheca le  lhea i rwasd lnrpa lds ta lc .bu t thebr . \cnroNas donorn i ind . '
so focused thit rhey barely noriced. A lrhough it was as darl as a nroonlcs -'No, I do nor niid. Itefreslr lour bodies, ny warior lriends.
night.lhe conpdnions were lble 10 see quite wcllbccdu\c ofrhe lright You wiLl need yorr srenglh ifl dn nccess lul." Auu slid as he begaf hN
light thrt cman.tcd from Ax.ron \ staf. Theyhddbeenlrlkingin.ile.ce chants.
ior ftlny tuiles when Mlrdthas slopFd lbrufily. Whrtd.!ilh- 

 

ii thisl Axdronrheso..ererthenspoke,chanted,andsangunnrtclligibly
ncsardinhisdccplorcc. I -oonn ng bctbrc dE lhree mar Nas . large store D man! anc icnt lafguagcs. As hc did this, M andras and Rang.rd talked
sratue ol a smnge creahire. Iihadrhehetrdoitrserlenr.lnllrheboLlyof and ate rhe salted lenisonjerky they hld broughr *ith rhen.
amd Largcbx t - l i kcwingshnng l rcnac i rg lyon i l sb ick .  1 lo$ , r ! i l l r l ck i l l thccrea ture i fwef ind i t?  Mara thas  asked h ls

''Il rs a Septrris Araron ansrvrcd.lbr hc In$v much ofsuch liiend.
th ings . 'Theydre le ry rareon lheElnhno$.bu t lo . {a {orhersenaf ls  " l  hd le  tho lah to i lh is  us  we l l ,n ,y  | r ien( l ,  and Ibe l ieve  tha t  Ican
ofddk.es N.rc widespread. They hare poisonous f.ngs rhrr can killr kill thc .bominabh beast."R.neird insfered. Iha!easnillspearinnr
ftun * ith one blle. and deathly shaD cldws. What r s nrosr horibl. about lack
thcm,  though,  rs tha t ihc r  havc thcabrLr ry touy  lharer \u fn ruruung 
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