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Would you rather take a boulevard, tunnel, reconstructed viaduct or "skyway" as you drive into, through, or from Hartford?  The HUB of Hartford Committee held a presentation and discussion of a series of preliminary alternatives to the current I-84 Viaduct, Thursday evening at the Hartford Public Library.
The viaduct in question is an approximately one-mile stretch of I-84, starting around Capitol Ave. passing Aetna, the Hartford Courant, the State Capitol and The Hartford and ending near Asylum St. and Union Station.
"This isn't merely traffic engineering work, this is about how to knit a city back together," said David Panagore, Chief Operating Officer of the City of Hartford. This process is to be open and transparent as part of One City, One Plan, said Panagore.



Five preliminary alternative plans, an enhanced viaduct, a "Skyway" viaduct, a boulevard, a tunnel and a composite tunnel/viaduct drawn by consulting firm Goody Clancy, lined the back of the X-Room on the main floor of the library. A table spread with photos of the current viaduct and maps galore stood alongside the alternatives.
[Caption: People milled about before the formal presentation, observing and taking notes in preparation for the small group discussions that followed. Photo by Colleen Kopp.] 
Nearly 175,000 vehicles drive the viaduct daily. About 50 percent of the volume is through-traffic.
"Our goals tonight are to share a range of alternatives with the public and ask how they can be improved. To set the stage for whatever we focus on next," said David Spillane, Director of Planning and Urban Design for Goody Clancy.
PDF: Enhanced Viaduct – see below
Assessment for Enhanced Viaduct - Baseline:
A rebuilt Viaduct, with more attractive structure. Reworked ramp network. Cleaner with more space used underneath. Less costly to maintain. Traffic moving through well, but some dead space underneath. Rated by Goody Clancy as a $$ out of max $$$$$ for cost.



PDF: Skyway Viaduct – see below
Assessment for Skyway Viaduct:
More elegant, less ramps, less impact on the city. Elevated to "float" over the street for less division of the city. Through traffic is on and off at beginning and ends, ramps would probably be worked into design. More expensive to maintain traffic while highway is elevated. Rated $$$.

PDF: Boulevard – see below
Assessment for Boulevard:
Replaces viaduct with high-volume, tree-lined urban street. Visual environment improves, but a four or six lane street is not enough for the current traffic volume. A mini viaduct might be needed to cross rail line. Rated $$.

PDF: Tunnel – see below
Assessment for Tunnel:
Tunnel between Sisson and Asylum. Possible expansion of Bushnell Park or space for development. New city streets. Exit ramps could be maintained. Removes footprint of the highway. Rated $$$$$.

PDF: Composite Viaduct – see below
Assessment for Composite-Tunnel/Viaduct Hybrid:
Part tunnel, part viaduct. New development linking downtown and Asylum Hill. Bushnell park opens up. Enhanced viaduct would replace the existing viaduct in the remainder of the corridor. Significantly less expensive than full tunnel approach. Rated $$$.
Spillane explained how projects like the I-84 viaduct take at least 10 years to get started. "The current viaduct needs annual repairs and a huge amount of constant maintenance. This process is not intended to reach a conclusion, but to look at a range of alternatives and work with the public."
The Conn. Dept. of Transportation is not just replacing the viaduct, but finding if there is a different, smarter design, said Amy Kohn, City Planner for Goody Clancy. "As the infrastructure is reaching a point where it needs to be replaced, the community is saying, 'Do we have to have the same big, smelly, wasteful thing?'"
Kohn said she appreciated how, through workshops and discussions, Hartford is taking suggestions and feedback from the communities that will be affected. "That way the community has a voice in shaping the process."



What do you think about the alternatives? What do you think works well? How could the alternatives be improved?

