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Introduction to the day

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus
denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour
widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view
gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply
as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of
Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does
something of great importance.




ORDER OF SERVICE

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our refuge, our delight,
our beginning and our end. Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed
us from our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, we confess that
sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in
its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our
hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us free.
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we
may live just and generous lives for the good of
your world and the care of our neighbors,
following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins
once, for all, on the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his
sake, you are F forgiven and God remembers your sin no
more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your
salvation. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN We Are Called ELW 720

1 Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.

Refrain:

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

2 Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more. Refrain

3  Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we&#39;ll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our

thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.



PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, you show forth your almighty
power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the
fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your
promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures
that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 17:8-16
®The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, *“Go now to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have
commanded a widow there to feed you.” '°So he set out and
went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a
widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said,
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” "' As
she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” '*But she said, “As
the LORD your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful
of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a
couple of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it for
myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” "*Elijah said to
her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards
make something for yourself and your son. '*For thus says
the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied
and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends
rain on the earth.” "> She went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household ate for many days. '°The
jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail,
according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 146:
"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
>I will praise the LoRD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my
being.
*Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
*When they breathe their last, they return to
earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
>Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
°who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all
that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food
to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
®The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
°The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the
way of the wicked.
1°The LorD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24-28
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a
mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. “Nor was
it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the
Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; “*for
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then he would have had to suffer again and again since the
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for
all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of
himself. ?’ And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once,
and after that the judgment, 50 Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to
deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
GOSPEL READING Mark 12:38-44

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

%8 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to
walk around in Iong robes, and to be greeted with respect in
the marketplaces, ®and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! ** They devour
widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” *' He sat
down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large

sums. **A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
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which are worth a penny. **Then he called his disciples and
said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. *For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live

on.

The gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY When the Poor Ones ELW 725

1 When the poor ones, who have nothing, still are giving;
when the thirsty pass the cup, water to share;
when the wounded offer others strength and healing:

Refrain:
We see God, here by our side, walking our way;
we see God, here by our side, walking our way.

2  When compassion gives the suff'ring consolation;
when expecting brings to birth hope that was lost;
when we choose love, not the hatred
all around us: Refrain

3  When our spirits, like a chalice, brim with gladness;
when our voices, full and clear, sing out the truth;
when our longings, free from envy, seek the humble: Refrain

4  When the goodness poured from heaven
fills our dwellings;
when the nations work to change war into peace;
when the stranger is accepted as our neighbor: Refrain

Text: José Antonio Olivar, b. 1939; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951. Text © 1971, 1998 J.A. Olivar,
Miguel Manzano, and San Pablo Internacional -- SSP, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE
Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our
neighbors, the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Pastor: Merciful God,
Response: receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your
boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus

Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

We share the peace with one another.



OFFERING Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

10



BLESSING
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the

Indwelling One, poured out, *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

1

We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our firstfruits give.

The captive to release,

to God the lost to bring,

to teach the way of life and peace—
it is a Christlike thing.

And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.

Thanks be to God.

All copyrighted materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-7183309.
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We Give Thee but Thine Own

ELW 686
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