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t i m  Church in Ansonia WCIF 1868. Bumeft, "a grand church!" 
reported to refer tu their pre~rnt On June 2 5 ,  1870, Father Charles Keely, the leading 
church SI~YC~YIS ai  the "sione ODayer  bccamr thc firstresident CathalicchurehanhlI~clofthEday, 
monarch." panfor,administcnog~omorethan deEigned the *anile church. He 

The church, made of gmnitc i,OOO paii8hiomrs. had already designed 16 Catholic 
quarried in Ansonia, is 183 feet The woodcn-framr chnrcb Whedrala in the United Stater, 
long and 115 f e f  wide. would be used until 1909, whcn including those io Chicago and 

A parish history 81ate3, "The Baaton, and more than 500 other 

deplh: the wallsat the bsee bang e earbPahhb C h ~ ~ ~ " ~ t i o o b e g a o i n 1 8 ~ 9 ~ " d  
finished in 1907. Bishop Michael 

ilopc,fhSchurchfioorironlyafnu thehcdfac*and Wbi1ewaUtinginsideth~~h"~h~ 
Fatho Robert F. Condmn, DO-pas- 

walks in. Bqthr  altar b dramati. tor, said, "If cootinucs to lmk and 
cslly three sfones h i g h  than the fFmn the fuh in feel l i e  sooldssthedral" 

The 20* century saw thcpariah 
flourishing in size and expanding Co-paetorFatherGwgeF. Bur- 

nett said, "The early parishioners rackS at a time." ita mimalriea. 
would wmk sll day sf the local A parochial sohaol WBQ dedi- 
factorits and at mehl haul eranitc Rnmm cafed on Aun. 21. 1910. and if 

foundation goo5 down fO a great 

6 feetthick." 

feet ah-  gmund level when one 

'q.h 
watid work dl duy at 

at night h d y a n i t e  
Built 00 an F"ly 9tsrp Tiemmy dedicated the smctuk. 

their w'%ms' enlranec. 

-Father George I? 
- 

fromthequanies hthdrvZgons, opened tho roilowins meith. it ig 
NIo nolid rock a1 a time. They fhc Italian Catholics of Ansonia still operational today 
would dig tbe fovndafion and net al8aniiedHoiyRossryParish and The church was renovaled. 
them&." the strmture changed n a p s  a( it Biahop John P. Nilan dedicated 

4,OOOpuiahioncrs who wovid be- new puinh. lo 1955, G x  paisb dccidcd to 
gin building the Wane monarch" For (ome reason, parishioners build II new mnyent lo replace 
in the 1890's. ofA~sumptionPanshcoi~uedto an old hause that wm originally 

But by then the puish already urethechurehforthe8a.m.Sud~y pwohascd io 1907 for use by the 
had an earllo hiWw of .emin* Mas8 even after the" had built the Sisto8 d M e m  

Sucb was the dstermination of becametheplanofwor~hipforUle if in 1934. 

Chuihofhe*.rumpllon 
me~ts~u lsr  fire deslmved the old Attendance at the school has 

fromthequanies ktheir<ag< 
NIo nolid rock a1 a time. T 
would dig tbe foundation and 
themas' '  

4.000 puiahioncrs who wovid bc- 
gin building the Wane monarch" 
in the 1890's. 

But by then the puish already 
had an earllo hiWw of .emin* 

such the dstomination or 

roilowins meith. it ig 
itional today 
hursh was renovaled. 

Biahop John P. Nilan dedicated 
if in 1934. 

lo 1955, G x  paisb dccidcd to 
build II new mnyent lo replace 
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old Attendance at the school has 

The fdundationk dedicated on 
Aug. IS, 1867, and the finished 

ENDS IN FLAMES 
ylt washir virion of 

miniSxicP meet. 
Bythe 1980'sthepari8hcen8u 

fell to 1.200 households and the 
school &w anendance deurasc to 
fewerthan250. 

FathnCaodrmsaid lhcccnsus 
h a p  been holding steady at about 
4,000 for the pan decade. He re- 
poned #hat many young families 
M mavins into throatishas some 

remains 'Mng 
MI Hogan d e n i k d  the co- 

pwtois w working tognher, side- 
bv-Wde. 


