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Flames bum through fuel in the Hill Creek prescribed bum.

Cloaked in smoke: Valley
clearing depends on weather

B e o you by until hear and E:Elli_biﬂﬁ' it our.
r Pence, district ranger for the
. tetonvalleynews.net Too Bod Ranger District of the US.
Forest Service, attribured the heavy
Ken Levy smoke to the fuel being burned. Aspen
TWN Staff and subalpine fir are “notoriously poor
. fuel sources,” he said, and they put a lot
A prescribed fire in the Hill Creek of smoke in the air when they bum.

ares is fully contmined, but the smoke Crews lit the last acres Monday. A

isn’t, and may not be for a while. helitorch malfunction on Sunday set the
Expect to see continuing smoke rise fire timing back an extra day.

from the Hill Creek prescribed burn untl “We were trying o add as much fire

the weather becomes wetter and cooler, _ TVNPhewefanloa e we could wo dhe ground so we could get

said Lynn Ballard, spokesman for the E‘Iﬂmf e f:;rg bmmhr trees during the Hil 1. fire to reduce the smoke,” Pence said.

U.S. Forest Service’s Caribou-Targhee CARARIEREE ki Residents, however, are feeling the

National Forest office. _ , effects of the cloud hanging in and over
“Air quality is definitely a concern. Down-canyon wind and cooling the Valley.

The best scenario wounld be rain or at night emcerhatle the smoke sertling Ann Loyola, spokesperson for the

humidity with some wind to clear the over the valley, said Ballard, as does an

smoke out,” he said. inversion layer that keeps the smoke down Firs continuad o A6
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Teeon Valley Hospital, said the hospital
has seen and increase in respiraco
related complaines in the pastw

“Onr hospial and clinics have
boeh seen an updck in iT #OTY
problems, pardcularly in the Last oo

days,” she said in an e-mail Toesday.
“We've scen padents with compromised
cardio-pulmonary healeh in our ER,
we've administered a reladvely high
mumber of breathing tests on otherwise
healthy people, and we're hearing more
complaints of mnny noses, sore =

and sﬂnﬂicﬁi“
Mo crjlfﬂﬁn:ma are planned,
bue re-burning wonod could occor

within the ares, as mmaterial dries
o and kindles leaves and wood.
“We're not ing it out. We may

work the edges and let i burn iself oot
Trntil we get cooler, moister weather,
we'll see smoke,® =aid Ballard.

e will have smoke, but noe ac the
concentrations we have had,” said Pence.

The roughly 1,600-acre burn,
initally ignited lace last week by hand
and helicoprer crews, is fully conrained,
Ballard said.

“The fire is exacely in the area we
want it to be,” said Pence.

As of Taesday, about 1,400 acres
were burned or buming. About 50
Erourn:l personnel were assisting with the

e

“We'Te going o take i right down
to the aspen mail,” said Ballard, “butwe
won't ger as low aswe'd planned. We'll
sdll get some burning of lighter fucks
down low.™

Besides reducing fuel load, the
burn was see o conrol subalpine fir
and other compering species o provide
mores OPPOTtunites for stands to
regenerare. Older aspens, which don'
reproduce, were also set w burn.

The burn will also help rejuvenate
mountain brush, which will improve
wildlife hahiat.

The dming of the burn was good, he
said, becanse late season rains and snow

moisture on the ground, helpi
ﬂam ideal conditions. Fe

“That helps vs with control, and
keeps the fire from gering too hot
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and cansing soil damage,” said Pence. fire “we almost have w0 pay them to take

“The whole object is to re-sdmulate the
vegemtion of the aspen and the brush.
We don'twant oo kil it we jusc wane o
bum the above-ground stk so it will
resproue.”

The majority of the wees in the area
are very wll and our of the reach of the
animals in the area, which include elk,
deer and moose. Stimulating new
gives the animals beter maridona
value, he said, and the mosaic pattern of
the turned and unburned area “creacs
excellent wildlife hatiot™® Pence said.

Ballard said the area hasn' had a
major fire in at least 30 yeams. A natnral
fire there would tend to move more to
the north and southease. The burn, in
containment lines, takes a the d
to property and provides :EEE::I I:-mafﬁr
reduce the potental of a camstrophic
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The area closure conld be Lifeed
during the weskend, depending on the
progress of the fire during the week.
However, Pence smongly advised agains:
going ineo the fire area due w buming
and falling wees and other dangers.

Coss of the burn weres not available
at press ﬁruﬁkhur Pence said the Roc
Monnain Foundsron coneribute
funding for the effore.

Many people complained that the
area should have been logged, but

this seuft,” said Pence. “Itk a very
undesirable log. The best use forit s a
Christmas tree. Aspen smolders.”

A dmber sale would cose waxp
“significantly more” than the bum
becanse “we'd have wo pay® for helicoprer
removal or o build an access road.

“Pir this & by far the cheapest
method c?trcéau::mr,'}rh: said. i

To contact Ken Lewy e-mal
reportaradtatomalioymsws. net.
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Clochkwiss from uppar left: Bart Hogan deft) of leland Park snd Forest Hal of Swan Valey
help with the HIll Cresk prescribed bum Tueedsy.

Flamee light the night ek ower the HIl Creak preacribed bum Friday night.

Robert Bally, Aght, pointe out fire concemsa duing the Hill Creek prescribed bum to Shawn
Stanford, left, ard Jeff Cox, fusls apeclaliet. All s with the LS Foset Serdce.

Flamee bum In fuel during the HIl Creek preecrbed bum.



