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$555,000$249,000 $249,000$65,000

Bedrooms: 4  Baths: 3
Bedrooms: 3  Baths: 2

13.74 acres3.4 Acres
You won’t believe the extras this 
home has to offer! Custom work 
shines throughout. Foam 
block foundation. Quality 
log work, fir plank and 
mahogany flooring with 
in-floor heat. 

33.64 gross acres fronting on Teton 
River for approx 3,836 lineal feet, 
situated approx 2+ miles due north of 
Newdale & SE of St Anthony, Idaho: 
Lot 1, being 13.74 Acres fronting 
on the Teton River for approx 1,836 
lineal feet - $249,000. This acreage 
fronts on Hog Hollow County Road 
which is maintained for year 
round access. financing 
negotiable.

SELLER WANTS OFFER - Wooded 
and elevated lot WITH TETON 
VIEW after clearing trees for home-
site placement. 3.4 ac Galloway Hills 
lot, great road frontage, located 
in north Teton Valley and offers 
serenity, substantial habitat, easy 
access to BLM and National Forest 
via either County Road, as well as 
multiple Forest accesses located 
within the development. Ideally 
suited for the upscale recreational 
home or small cabin, privacy yet 
reasonable proximity to neighbors in 
the community.

This home overlooks open space 
on two sides in River Meadows, 
an exclusive, paved, completed 
development with community water 
& sewer. 2.5 miles to Victor, and 30 
minutes to Jackson Hole, this is a 
great commuter home with all the 
benefits of living in Teton Valley, 
Idaho. The manicured yard is fenced 
for privacy in the back, and complete 
with an fully automated irrigation 
system. Inside, the modern, open 
floor plan boasts a large living/
kitchen area, private dining room, 
separate laundry, and a strategic 
bedroom layout. 

Reporter’s
Notebook
by Ken Levy

A pompous peek at 
presentation, punctuation

We get press releases. We get 
announcements. We get emails. We 
get handwritten notes.

And we get to clean them up for 
proper grammar, spelling and news-
paper style.

Although Managing Editor Rachael 
Horne gets the vast bulk of these pieces 
clamoring for ink, we all get a shot at 
some of those that cross our desks.

Needless to say, this is a time-con-
suming and often tedious task. And, 
while I’m not asking everyone to learn 
Associated Press newspaper style, you 
can help reduce the tedium with a few 
helpful hints that will save time for 
everyone.

Including you.
So let’s have some fun with this.
In the name of consistency, we 

adhere to some particular story ele-
ments, and eschew others, such as steer-
ing clear of words like “eschew.” Some 
folks think the word is associated with 
fine dining, but it actually means “steer-
ing clear of.”

Here are some things to eschew 
in a press release:
•	 We don’t use exclamation points!!
•	 The ampersand (&) always gets 

replaced by “and,” & we always 
avoid it.

•	 We like dates, times and placements 
of winners in articles, but we don’t 
use the “st” after 1st, the “rd” after 
3rd or the “th” after 4th, 5th, 6th, 
etc. Words are best.

•	 Only Government Agencies Capital-
ize Every Word They Possibly Can

•	 It’s not that we’re rude, but we rarely 
if ever say “please” or “thank you” 
in stories unless a source is being 
quoted. It’s always best to get straight 
to your call for action. Thank you.

•	 Don’t be too wordy. For example, 
saying “people who want more 
information should...” I mean, who 
else but people would want more 
information? Their horses? Same 
thing with “those who are interested 
should call...” Would anyone who’s 
not interested make that call?

•	 Avoid acronyms without saying who 
they are in first reference. I learned 
this from the SPJ, which helped me 

with my ASMP membership after I 
joined the IPC.

•	 There is no such thing as a “first 
annual” event since it’s running for 
the first time.

•	 Don’t add the “:00” after the hour of 
the day, or the “.00” after a whole dol-
lar amount. It always gets removed.

•	 Don’t repeat information. I repeat, 
don’t repeat information.

•	 Don’t double space between sen-
tences.

•	 Regarding its publication, it’s not 
necessary to add an apostrophe to 

“its” unless it’s referring to “it is.” 
It’s easy to tell by the content of its 
sentences.

Here are some things you should 
include in your press release:
•	 Always, Always, Always include con-

tact information so we can follow 
up if there are questions. We won’t 
publish that information unless it’s 
directly related to who should be 
contacted for more information.

•	 If it’s an upcoming event, always 
include the date and time, location, 
cost if any, a web site, email and/or 
phone number for more information. 
All the things you’d want to know if 
you were reading it.

•	 Get to the point right away. “This 
event is happening on this date at 
this time at this location....” for 
example. Then add details.

•	 Double-check name spellings, days 
of week matching dates, and run 
spell check if you have it.

•	 Send your pieces via email, whenever 
possible (editor@tetonvalleynews.
net). No sense typing the piece twice.
Back in the buggy days, I used to get 

hammered by reporters who thought 
I was a grammar snob. I was a stickler 
for AP style and the “proper” way to 
say things in print.

But inflexibility infringes on indi-
vidual style, making everyone follow 
grammatical lockstep. I finally loosened 
up a little bit, and learned readers more 
often than not prefer conversational 
style as long as we stick with the facts.

Now I’m the one breaking the rules a 
lot, justifying it behind “poetic license,” 
which essentially means it’s ok to say 
things however you want, as long as 
you say it right.

Press release 101: Helpful 
hints for getting in print

Ken Levy
TVN staff

District amends 2013-14 budget
The Teton School District will 

spend almost $4.3 million by the 
end of its current fiscal year, which 
ends June 30.

The school board Monday 
approved amendments to its cur-
rent-year budget, with estimated 
actual general funds at about $11.5 
million, up from about $10.8 mil-
lion originally estimated.

Kimber Lundquist, TSD busi-
ness manager, said the district will 
spend an estimated $804,813 from 
its fund balance, up from a bud-
geted $798,900.

The district will have about 
$656,000 left in its contingency 
for the general fund, and should 
avoid using its fund balance next 
year, she advised.

“We won’t have it. We’re spend-
ing more than we’re taking in,” said 
Doug Petersen, board president.

State-based funding support 
— which accounts for 50 percent 
of the budget — is estimated at 
about $6.7 million. Teacher sala-
ries, including one-time payouts for 
the now-defunct Students Come 
First pay for performance program, 
account for $6.12 million.

The death of SCF at the hands 
of voters led the state to withhold 
more than $36,000 from the dis-
trict’s technology budget. Lun-
dquist said she transferred $10,000 
from plant facility funds to that 
budget so it would not be hit so 
hard.

The district was required this 
year, for the first time, to set aside 
just over $47,000 to its plant facility 
funds for a new school bus, Lun-
dquist said.

Superintendent Monte Wool-
stenhulme said projected state 
numbers for next year’s budget 
are “sounding good, and they’re 
backfilling cuts from the past three 
years.” He didn’t have those exact 
numbers yet.

Anything the district can gen-
erate in savings should go into 
reserves, he said.  District reserves 
were about $1.5 million - $1.8 mil-
lion a few years ago, and “we’re at 
a critical level right now.”

Parents split on special-ed 
proposal

A  proposal to establish an 
extended resource room at Driggs 
Elementary School for children 
with high special education needs 
is meeting some resistance from 
parents of those children.

Under the proposal, the resource 
room would be set up for high 
needs special-education students 
in grades kindergarten-three. The 
concept would create a sustainable 
program for the district. That pro-
gram is not sustainable now, said 
Jenna Beck, federal programs coor-
dinator.

High-needs students who move 
into the district don’t have a sys-
tem or a process to support their 
needs, Beck said. The district needs 
a classroom where services can be 
indivdualized to each child’s needs. 

In discussing the proposal with 
parents, about half of them are “not 
very psyched or happy,” said Beck, 

“but some of them are very excited 
about this. It’s a wash” so far.

She still needs to share the con-
cept with more parents.

The main problem for those 
who have issues, she said, is the 
concern that their students would 
be stuck in one room all day with 
other special-needs students and 
won’t get the exposure they need 
among role models and peers.

Under the proposal, special-edu-
cation students would get general 
education classroom support and 
use the ERR if they need extra help 
with concepts.

Students would get a teacher 
with a smaller special-ed caseload 
who could better serve higher-
needs kids, she said.

Kids would move up as they get 
older and have better communi-
cation skills as they transition to 
grades 4-5. Higher-needs students 
will still get one-on-one support.

The district has 178 students in 
special education, with 12 needing 
one-on-one help.

Beck will share more details with 
the district as she completes conver-
sations with parents and fine-tunes 
the concept. Parents are welcome 
to contact her at (208) 354-2207.
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