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Property owners 
help shoulder 
shortfall
Part three in a series on school funding

Ken Levy
TVN Staff

How did we get to this place?
When then-Governor Jim Risch 

worked with the Idaho legislature to shift 
school-funding sources from property 
to sales taxes in 2006, “we were fuming 
mad about the whole deal,” said Doug 
Petersen, Teton School District board 
president.

That’s because sales taxes are an unsta-
ble and unreliable funding source, espe-

cially in recessionary conditions. With 
less sales tax revenue came less fund-
ing for schools, said Petersen. The 
difference has been made up since 
2007 with supplemental levies “that 
put it back on property owners,” he 
said, to help keep current educational 
programs relatively intact.

As the current recession hit, and 
the economy went down, sales tax 
revenues went down and school fund-
ing from the state dropped as well.

The state is not bringing in sales 
tax revenues as projected to pay for 
schools, said board member Nancy 
Arnold.

She urged voters to tell the legisla-
ture to restore full funding to schools, 
and increase it, as the economy 
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Why is school funding so uncertain?

Conservation enforcers 
bag poachers

A deal on spuds 
is not a good deal 
for farmers

One allegedly aims 
shotgun at officer
Ken Levy
TVN Staff

A suspect in an alleged illegal duck hunting 
investigation reportedly pointed his shotgun at 
an officer citing him for the violation.

Lauren Wendt, senior conservation officer for 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, said 
she was on general patrol Nov. 16 when she came 

upon signs of vehicles on private 
property near Nickerson Bridge 
on the Teton River.

Wendt said she called the 
property owner regarding wheth-
er the owner had granted permis-
sion to hunt there. When she was 
told no, she “hiked through the 
snow” to where she found two 
suspects who had been allegedly 
duck hunting on the private prop-

erty and who didn’t have permits for migratory 
bird hunting.

Suspect Seth T. Mills of Driggs allegedly point-
ed his shotgun at her. At that point, said Wendt, 
she drew her weapon and commanded him to put 
down his gun, “which ultimately, he did.”

Wendt said she was prepared to shoot because 
she didn’t have any other options.

In addition to two other wildlife violations, Mills 
was charged by Teton County with exhibition or 
use of a deadly weapon, according to a release 
from the IDFG. Wendt said he is due for a May 
court appearance on the charges.

Conservation officers concluded an investiga-
tion regarding the illegal taking of a mule deer 
buck from Teton Canyon. The IDFG release said 

a Boone and Crockett scorer gave the buck a green 
score of 181 2/8 inches, well within measurements 
regarding the animal as a trophy.

Ben Brown of Tetonia was charged with illegal 
taking of a trophy animal and Jacob Knight of Park 
Valley, Utah, was also cited.

Wendt said Brown pleaded guilty Feb. 14 in 
Teton County and his fines, fees and restitution 
added up to $2,670. Brown also had his hunting 
privileges revoked for two years in 37 states, includ-
ing Idaho, and received 30 days of jail suspended 
and two years’ probation.

The states, she said, are members of the 
Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact. Illegal 
taking of trophy-class deer carries enhanced civil 
penalties, said Wendt.

Knight “was with Brown when Brown killed the 
deer and helped Brown transport and cut up the 
deer,” said Wendt. He was charged with unlawful 

Poachers continued on A12Spuds continued on A12

Photo Courtesy Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

Ben Brown of Tetonia pleaded guilty  in Teton County to 
illegally taking a trophy mule deer buck in Teton Canyon.

Wendt

Bridget Ryder
TVN staff

“Should be a real good buy,” Dennie Arnold, a 
potato grower in Felt said of spuds he had seen on 
display at Broulim’s supermarket in Driggs. 

Prices on the pomme de terre have plummeted 
this year in the United States. To compensate, Teton 
Valley’s potato growers are getting their foot into 
international markets. Not all the varieties of seed 
potatoes grown in Teton Valley flourish in tropical 
climates, but surprisingly, some do.

Shipments of Teton seed potatoes have already 
reached the Congo, Thailand, and Nicaragua, accord-
ing to Keith Esplin, who runs NuSeed, a coopera-
tive based in Rexburg. This week more Teton seed 
potatoes will also start their journey to Brazil and 
Mauritius, an island off the east African coast near 
Madagascar. The new markets could be the future 
of American potato production.

“Seed growers can’t expand locally because potato 
production is about peaked out in the US,” Esplin said.

The demand for potatoes grew with the rise of 
French fries and potato chip consumption in the 1960s 
even through the 1990’s. However, the frozen and 
processed potato markets leveled off in recent years 
while potato yields increased. Farmers are producing 
more edible potatoes than ever from one Teton seed 
potato, further decreasing their demand. 

“We’re too good of farmers,” Esplin said.
American potato growers are out-pacing consump-

tion of the starchy vegetable. According to Arnold, 
growers planted approximately 40,000 to 60,000 acres 
too many of potatoes last year.  The over-production 
and a bumper crop glutted the market and resulted 
in this year’s plunging prices.

Arnold said that the failure of the European potato 
crop combined with a weak American dollar saved 
American potato growers last year by allowing them 
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improves. The state may have to look at other means of 
funding to achieve this, she said.

But the district has been better off financially than many 
of the surrounding districts, said TSD Superintendent 
Monte Woolstenhulme.

Woolstenhulme, who has served the TSD about 3.5 
years, said the district forestalled its present budget situ-
ations with a combination of using the funding it had, 
drawing down its reserves and using local levies.

The latter is up for renewal at $3.1 million, up from 
$2.6 million in 2011, in front of voters March 12.

“We’ve been able to delay a lot of [budget-cutting 
decisions] 2-3 years later than most of the school districts 
in eastern Idaho have already had to do.”

The reality, said Woolstenhulme, “is that we can’t 
sustain it at that level without either dramatic cuts, dra-
matically raising the levy or looking at other solutions.”

That meant discussions on where to tighten the budget, 
cuts and reductions.

“If we’d started more cuts sooner, we’d probably be in 
a different place than we are today, but we’d have started 
them 2-3 years ago,” Woolstenhulme said. “We’ve made 
less dramatic and painful cuts previous to now, reducing 
some positions, some operating budgets, but nothing 
to this extent based on where the budget is right now.”

The district probably won’t know what the state plans 
with its school funding until March, including whether it 
will fund education at last year’s level, Woolstenhulme said. 
The district could lose an additional $90,000 if the state 
approves eliminating personal property taxes in phases. 
The legislature is looking very closely at that possibility 
during the 2013 session.

Last year the district cut 11 
paraprofessionals, 25 percent 
from its supply budget and 
50 percent from equipment 
funding.

TSD records from its 2012-
13 budget indicate local funds 
cover about $2,800 per child 
of the overall $7,059.83 the 
district funds per child.

According to the district’s 
Main Summary Points report 
on the budget, the increase in 
the supplemental levy request 
from $2.6 million to $3.1 million includes the board 
considering an estimate of $537,000 in cuts, along with 
$463,000 in increased revenue and a cushion of $37,000 
to adjust for other cuts if needed, to meet an anticipated 
budget shortfall of about $1 million.

The board has not decided to make any of these cuts 
to these specific programs. According to the district 
Web site, tsd401.org, information was developed by the 
administrative team, with the following directives and 
assumptions:
1. make the cuts as far from the classroom as possible
2. focus on essentials and priorities, not just great programs

3. everything is open for consideration
4. assume that state funding will be the same for next year
5. assume student enrollment will be the same for next year
6. prioritize by what benefits the most students, and what 

is outside the classroom and regular school calendar
7. hope for a balance of cuts and revenue, not just all cuts

Below are the proposed cuts for the 2013-14 school 
year. These are just a first run at solutions and the list is 
not all-inclusive, said Nola Bredal, board vice chairwoman, 
at the Feb. 11 board meeting.

“No matter what we cut we impact students’ academic 
lives,” she said. “It’s about academics, being ready to com-
pete in a global economy with one million less dollars. 
I’m not sure how we’re going to do that.”

•	 Eliminate Summer School: $45,000
•	 Reduce Extracurricular activities: $10,000
•	 Eliminate Yellowstone program: $23,000
•	 Eliminate field trips: $10,000
•	 Eliminate winter sports: $3,000
•	 Reduce substitutes: $5,000
•	 Reduce classroom supply budgets: $5,000
•	 Eliminate the half-day Kindergarten bus: $5,000
•	 Reduce Kindergarten to half day or consider fee 

for full day: $100,000

•	 Eliminate five snow days: $205,000
•	 Eliminate one paraprofessional position per build-

ing: $126,000
Previous district cuts include 25 percent to supply 

budgets; 50 percent to equipment budgets, 10 percent 
in extracurricular activities including coaching posi-
tions and additional games, and one part-time teacher. 
Considerations continue on where to find cost savings.

The district will also realize an $800,000 savings over 
20 years due to bond refinancing.

Supplemental levies require a majority of 50.1 percent 
of the vote to pass.

TVN en Español
El distrito escolar de Teton falta fondos para seguir finan-
ciando todos los programas. El superintendente del distrito, 
Monte Woohlstenulme, y los socios del la junta del distrito 
puso la culpa en las decisiones del gobierno estatal de 
Idaho. En 2006, Idaho cambio los impuestos que financian 
las escuelas de impuestos sobre la propiedad a impuestos 
sobre la venta, según Doug Peterson, el presidente de la 
junta. El problema es que los impuestos sobre la venta no 
son fuentes estables de financiación y en 2008 la economía 
entreo en recesión. Desde 2007 el distrito has recuperado 
los fondos perdidos por un por un exacción fiscal sobre 
propiedad específicamente para el distrito escolar. En esta 
manera los impuestos sobre propiedad siguen financiar la 
educación. Renovar la exacción fiscal para las escuelas se 
pondrá antes los votantes en Marzo.
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Note: The budgets for ‘09-10 and ‘10-11 include temporary federal funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
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Supplemental 
levy meetings

Monday, Feb. 25, 	
7 p.m., at the Teton 
School District 
Office board-
room, 445 N. Main, 
Driggs

Monday, March 4, 
7 p.m. at Victor 
Elementary

to sell to the markets of the old world. 
To more permanently address the prob-

lem of the limited American market, local 
growers hope to penetrate other international 
markets. Esplin and Jeremy Arnold, Dennie 
Arnold’s son, visited Mauritius and Nicaragua 
in December. In Mauritius, Jeremy Arnold 
and Esplin met with the US Ambassador on 
the island and toured the local potato farms. 
They also took orders for seed potatoes. In 
March, Jeremy Arnold is making a sales call 
in Thailand. When he returns, the Arnold 
farm will be preparing to plant its first rows 
of seed potatoes for Mauritius and the other 
new international markets. 

According to Esplin, rapid development in 
Brazil and Thailand opened up the countries 
to American potato farmers. As they move up 
the development and industrialization ladder, 
the Thailandese are eating more and more 
potato chips and need the raw potatoes to keep 
up with demand. The country mostly imports 
from Europe and Canada right now Esplin 
said, but the United States is better situated 
with shipping routes to supply Thailand with 
spuds. The Asian market is the easiest of the 
international markets for Teton Valley to send 
its products to, partly because already high 
traffic to the region makes ocean containers 
more readily available. 

In the Congo, however, the fruit of Teton 
seed potatoes will improve the country’s basic 
food supply. William Pruznesky, the execu-
tive director of The International Partnership 
for Human Development, an NGO based in 
Virginia, said the organization has been feed-
ing school children in the Congo for years 
with potato flakes and other staples from the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 

IPHD works with the USDA’s international 
aid programs.  The few real potatoes that enter 
the country came mostly from Europe, he 
said. Now the government has turned about 
six abandoned farms over to the IPHD and 
wants to start the country’s own potato crop. 
He also connected with Esplin who made the 
arrangements to get Teton seed potatoes to 
the African country. 

Individually, the international markets are 
small, Esplin said, but together they add up 
to significant sales prospects for local farm-
ers. Diversifying their markets will also make 
growers less dependant on the ups and downs 
of the local economy.  

Despite the flat line in demand, potato 
prices were good in recent years inspiring 
farmers to plant more acres in potatoes instead 
of diversifying their crops into alfalfa or other 
cereals, Fred Dormeyer, Teton Seed Marketing 
Association, said. 

“The best cure for good prices are good 
prices,” according to Ben Eborn, Extension 
Agent at the University of Idaho Extension 
Office in Driggs said. 

The recent price drop proved the adage true. 
Prices are 50 to 60 percent off from what they 
were last year, according to Dormeyer. Instead 
of selling for $12 to $14 a hundredweight, seed 
potatoes are going for $7.50 to $9.50. Fresh 
potatoes, which have typically sold for $6.50 
to $9 a hundredweight, can hardly bring in 
$3 a hundredweight this year. It costs more 
to produce potatoes right now than farmers 
will get for them at market. 

But growers in Teton Valley have the hope 
that the force of the international economy will 
boost potato prices in the near future. 

possession of wildlife. His fines and 
fees totaled $2,667.50, no license 
revocation, jail time or probation, 
she said.

The mule deer was killed on the 
Brown property on the north end of 
the county along the rim of Teton 
River Canyon, said Wendt.

In a separate incident, James D. 
Fullmer of Tetonia reportedly told  
conservation officers he had taken 
a gray wolf near Squirrel Creek in 
Fremont County without a tag. 

“But, he didn’t admit to break-
ing the law,” said Fullmer’s defense 
attorney, Faren Eddins. 

Wendt said he was charged with 
two trapping violations, hunting 
without the tag and unlawful pos-
session of a wolf carcass.

His case is due to be heard in 
Fremont County. Wendt said he 
faces misdemeanor charges on each 
count and a $400 civil penalty for 
possessing the wolf carcass.

Wendt said an infraction citation 
was recently issued to a dog owner 
whose animal was tracking wildlife. 
She said those who recreate with 
their dogs should keep them under 
control, and residents should be 
aware that winter trail and forest 
access closures sometimes include 
all entry, motorized or otherwise.

Other recently-reported inci-
dents include snow machine opera-
tors chasing deer. Otherwise, things 
have been “pretty quiet” regarding 
wildlife in the region. There have 
been good snow conditions for ani-
mals, she said, with deer hanging 

around Driggs and elk spotted near 
the transfer station.

There have been incidents of feed 
deprivation, and IDFG loans panels 
to ranchers to cover up their hay, 
said Wendt.

Those with concerns regard-
ing poaching should contact the 
Citizens Against Poaching Hotline 
at 1-800-632-5999.
TVN en Español
Un sospechoso en una investigación 
de una supuesta caza de pato ilegal 
apuntó su escopeta al oficial de minis-
terio de caza y pesca de Idaho que 
lo denunció por la violación. Lauren 
Wendt, un oficial de conservación del 
Departamento de pesca y caza de 
Idaho, dijo que estaba patrullando 
el día 16 de noviembre cuando se 
encontró con señales de vehículos en 
propiedad privada cerca del Puente 
de Nickerson sobre el río Teton. Wendt 
dijo que llamó al propietario y le habló 
acerca de si el dueño había concedido 
permiso de cazar allí. Cuando le dijo 
que no, Wendt “ caminó a través de la 
nieve” hasta donde se encontró con 
dos sospechosos que habían estado 
supuestamente cazando patos en 
la propiedad privada y quienes no 
tenían permisos para la caza del aves 
migratorias. El sopechoso, Seth T. Mills 
de Driggs, presuntamente apuntó su 
escopeta a Wendt. En ese momento, 
dijo Wendt, ella mostró su arma y le 
mandó bajar su escopeta, “que en 
última instancia hizo.” Wendt dijo que 
estaba dispuesta a disparar porque no 
tenía ninguna otra opcion.
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