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they kissed it lov - ing - ly.

* an old tradition has some of the more festal hymns sung in all eight tones, progressing from
their original to their corresponding plagal tone, asis done here. The entire, long hymn is sung
straight through, although chanters may alternate sections of the hymn.
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which re - ceived God in the flesh,
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while they went on be - fore in a man-ner not of this world
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and cry - ing out, un-seen, to the ranks a - bove them:
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Be - hold! the Queen of All,
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the child of God has come!
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Lift up the gates,
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not of this world, re - ceive the
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Moth - er of Light.
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We do not have the strength to gaze up - on her,
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and it is not pos - si - ble, ap - pro - pri - ate - ly,
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to hon - or her.
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ev - er, with the life - giv - ing King,
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your off - - - - - - spring,
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pray with - out ceas - - - - - - - -

* Brackets enclose melismatic sections of the chant which, according to the synodal

editions, may be omitted
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from ev' - ry as - sault and at - tack
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pro - tec tion we have gained.
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with splen - dor we call you  bles - sed.




