Article Presentation #1
Cognitive Psychology   Spring 2003

Assignment Goal: 

The goal of this assignment is to familiarize each student with the process of database searching, improve literature interpretation skills, and improve public presentation skills.

Assignment Requirements:


Each student must find (through search of Psych Info database) and read one original research article. The article must be a research article (not a literature review, commentary, or meta-analysis) found in a peer reviewed psychology journal. If you have a question about the journal your article is from, ask me. 


After reading the article, you need to write a (maximum one-page) summary of the article. If there are multiple experiments reported in the article, choose one to report on. The write-up should list your name, the article title, journal title, author(s), and page numbers. In the body of the summary; explain in layman’s terms what the researchers expected to find, why they expected to find it, how did they go about looking for it (method), and their results. Avoid reporting statistics and jargon. This should be written in such a way that someone without any psychology experience could understand it. 


In addition to writing a summary, you are required to present the summary to the class. This will involve standing in front of the class and explaining what the experiment was all about. You are not to read your written summary. You are allowed to have notes, but PLEASE do not read. This makes it very boring for the people listening to you. Feel free, however, to use visual aids (posters, overheads, etc.). Actually, visual aids are encouraged (this makes it must more interesting for everyone). This presentation should be 2-5 minutes in length. 


This summary and presentation are worth 5% of your final grade. Two days of class are scheduled for presentations. I will ask for volunteers on the first day and then go by alphabetical or reverse-alphabetical order after the volunteer pool has been exhausted. No make-up presentations will be allowed after the 2 presentation days, so make sure that you are present at least one of the 2 presentation days.

Remember, this assignment is not supposed to be anxiety inducing. Have fun with it!  If you have any questions, email me (tajoseph@helios.acomp.usf.edu).

