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Canadian Library Association

A lesbian librarian remains “in the closet”, wondering, “...what kinds of

backlash would I suffer”?

The Surrey, BC school board moves to ban books depicting gay-

parented family life.

A librarian is advised to use headings which are “...neutral—not too 

positive...” when cataloguing books with gay/lesbian/bisexual themes.

These are just a few of the many problems/prejudices facing gay, les-

bian and bisexual librarians, according to Norman G. Kester, editor of

Liberating Minds: The Stories and Professional Lives of Gay, Lesbian and
Bisexual Librarians and their Advocates.

The book comprises stories written by librarians  from  Canada, the

U.S., Germany and New Zealand.

Mr. Kester read excerpts from the book to delegates at yesterday’s break-

fast—excerpts at once entertaining, thought-provoking and poignant—

and talked about day-to-day encounters with the straight world—Canada

Customs repeatedly holding up, damaging or turning back material with

gay/lesbian/bisexual themes, for example.

He spoke of the roadblocks encountered by all minority groups in the

library profession, and indicated that universal cutbacks in budgeting

make advocacy of minority rights more challenging than ever.

One excerpt embodied Mr. Kester’s message: “Fighting [gay/

lesbian/bisexual] censorship ... is fighting all other forms of censorship.”

By Ruthanne Urquhart

Book Launch Breakfast

www.cla.amlibs.ca/ottawa/cla97.htm

52nd Annual Conference
General Info
Registration Desk: OCC,
outside Congress Hall 
— today 8:30 a.m. - noon
Hospitality Desk: OCC, 
outside Congress Hall 
— today 8:30 - 10 a.m.
CLA TODAY: OCC, mezza-
nine level, conference room 

Don’t Miss
Inaugural Lunch:
At noon today, hear incoming
president Paul Whitney’s
inaugural speech, and then
enjoy the Jazz Poll Cats.
Tickets are $15 at the
Registration Desk.
OCC Congress Hall E

TEL-AV IS TAPING
SESSIONS. ORDER
FORMS ARE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE TEL-
AV SALES DESKS,
OCC AND WH.

is available
by 7 a.m. at
the Hospita-

lity Desk & in session areas.
Submissions (convention
news, program changes)
must be left at the Hospitality
Desk by 1 p.m.
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Sunday Session
Sponsors
526 National Library of Canada
Coffee Break Coutts

CANCELLATIONS
—Session 501
—Session 518

CHANGES
—Session 238 schedule change
This session will be held at noon
on Sunday June 22
—Session 504 location change
WH Executive Board Room - see
hotel front desk for directions

Volunteers
Many thanks to the more than
140 people who volunteered
their time and expertise to the
1997 conference,
We couldn’t have done it without
you!

EDITORIAL

STAFF

Editor: Karen McGrath

Assistant editors:
Hélène Charbonneau
Bill Murphy

Reporters:
Ross Gordon
Karen McGrath
Claudette Moïse
Susan Turcotte*
Ruthanne Urquhart*

Design & Layout:
Ruthanne Urquhart

*Algonquin College Journalism

CLA is grateful to the sponsors listed below, and to the many
others who donated door prizes for Friday’s Exhibit Hall Draw.
Many thanks for contributing to te success of the conference.

Program
changes

Event Sponsors
DIAMOND:

Ameritech Thursday & Friday  
Opening Plenaries

Geac Canada Limited
Internet Room

ISM Library Information 
Services “Capital Celebration” 
opening

Micromedia Limited Thursday       
lunch in the exhibits, CTCL 
Award, co-sponsor of Feliciter 
Student Article Contest Award

National Book Service
CACL Book Awards, CSLA
Teacher Librarian of the Year 
Award

National Library of Canada
delegate bags, CACL Book       
Awards reception, Friends Day 
program, Inaugural Lunch 
entertainment

World Book Educational 
Products of Canada
delegate badges, Howard V. 
Phalin - World Book Graduate 
Scholarship

EMERALD:
Blackwell’s CASLIS/CACUL 

reception, Award for Outstanding 
Academic Librarian

Bookmarket Square
Festival of Books reception

Computer Rental World
Internet Room/Job Link Room
hardware, CLA/FAXON 
Marketing Award

CISTI “Educational Needs for 
Librarians”

FAXON Canada Limited
CAPL/CACL reception

H. W. Wilson Company
The H. W. Wilson Scholarship

Nepean Public Library Board
CAPL/CSLA/CACL reception, 
Friends Day

Ottawa Public Library
Friends Day

R.R. Bowker CLA Outstanding       
Sevice to Librarianship Award

Random House of Canada Ltd.
Friends Day

Silver Platter Inc. “Reinventing       
the Academic Librarian”

SIRSI Emerging Technology 
Program “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”

West Canadian Graphics 
Industries Friends Day lunch

RUBY:
ABC Canada CLTA Achievement 

in Literacy Award

Books For Business
Special Libraries Day

Brodart Interest Groups’ Business 
Meetings

Canada Post Loonies For Literacy 
Fun Run

Canebsco Interest Groups’ 
Business Meetings (Thursday)

CASLIS Ottawa Special Libraries 
Day

Coutts co-sponsor of Feliciter 
Student Article Contest Award, 
Sunday Coffee Break

AMETHYST:
Agriculture/AgriFoodCanada, 

Human Resources Branch
Canadian Intellectual 

Property Office
General Publishing
Gloucester Public Library
Intermec Systems Corp.
Kanata Public Library Board
Ovid Technologies
Research Information 

Management Services of IDRC
Statistics Canada
Tundra Books
University of Alberta
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