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tion, and all too quickly metamorphoses to a
rueful, tongue-in-cheek assessment of
melancholia. James Stephens (Fat Man
Waving, Black Donnellys) does some fine
twin fiddle work on this piece.

Robinson is the singer/songwriter/play-
er-of-invisible instruments. Her Hey, Sweet
Daddy has allusive nursery rhyme lyrics and
an accompaniment—Downey on double
bass, Bill Rowat’s coronet—that’s very 40s
and very good.

The invisible instrument? / Can't Stop
has a great trumpet break/finale—but no
trumpet. Robinson does this thing with her
lips; there’s no explaining it, but it’s one hell
of a good trumpet.

Benjamin’s Neurotic has jangling, out-
of-sync music that sets the skin a-crawl and
very neatly complements the I’ve-been-on-
the-Pill-too-long lyrics. It’s one of the best
original songs of this release.

The other is Robinson’s Lets Not Be
Thinkin’, a mellow warning about reading
too much into relationships—it’s so 40s you
can taste the Manhattans.

Goodbye Teeth, a monologue by
Benjamin’s mother, Bev, defies description.
The incredulous background laughter at its
live taping (Downstairs Club, 1992) says
even Benjamin didn’t see it coming.

Get this CD. One of Ottawa’s most tal-
ented and versatile bands will thank you,
and so will your neighbours—except for
Neurotic.




