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THE CORPORATE HEAD~-
NOUSTRIES, Ny SEIIRA
PLAZA, IN THE OTEMACH/
DISTRICT... -
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THE MAN'S NAME IS HE} :
IHE STASGN -~ 4 soRk FOr Al TS,
ORCG X B ONE OF THE LARGER

FOR A BIG-TIME, BIG-C)
BOSS; HE SURE scgn'Gss gvysgmme-o
EF#TFKF HE'D BE MADE OF STERNER
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NOT THAT I

MIND, THE MORE

FRWENEG HE
I LIKE IT.

‘B(URN cgNrnot OF
HiS BANK TO HIM--WITH
NO STRINGS ATTACHED--)

L/ <-- AND NEVER,
EVER BOTHER
HiIM OR HIS
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I SAW WOLVIE A FEW NIG
I SAID GOODBYE, I
AND
Y ORORO. g -

WHEN
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DO YOU S
\ WHAT I SEE21),
g N7Tid®

{GORO, SHOULD ‘'S GONE! SHE FELL!!
WAVE BACK?> N N <
-

—
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WHEN I'M DONE
THERE'S NO SIGN

OF KITTY PRYDE.
ANYONE LOOKING

FOR HER WON'T GIVE
ME A SECOND GLANCE.

TO THEM, I'M
JUST ANOTHER
LOCAL TEENAGER...

o
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poo———




1 DON'Y EVEN RECOGNIZE MYSELE. THE PERSON
REFLECTED IN THE TRAIN WIN|
STRANGER-- msrofmnow —rr

vam wesxs
AGO, AND HATED IT*

I WAS HIS DOLL-- A PLAYTHING CHILD HE WOUA’.D MOLD IN HIS
IMAGE. TONIGHT, J"f.(. FIND OUT IF HE SUCCEEDED.

TITRINECLLL [AVLANEA) lll l”f

! IFONIY ID STAYED AT HOME—-MINDED
OWnN DARN BUSINESS-- LEFT MY
3| FACE A FATE HE PROBABLY DESE‘RVED--
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-~ HEY, WHY STOP THERE? IF I'D
Nsvaé JOINBO THE X-MEN...

. — L, %, % O U e A W
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L S SRR SURERE  SAARNN - Y

GO TO COLLEGE, MEET SO(ME GLY, HAVE 2.4 KIDS, LIVE
HAPPILY EVER AFTER. TS W?M'T
--LOTS OF EM -~ WHYNO? ME 2!

OTHER WOMEN DO

s

i

ALY

EXCEPT--
NORMAL

EVEN WITHOUT ANY SUPER-POWERS, 1L
NEVPR SETTLE FOR WHAT SOCIETY-- OR
Y PARENTS-- EXPECTS OF

I'M NOT A KITTY AN

YMORE
MUC‘H AS I WISH DIFFEREN'H.Y—-
I'VE GROWN UP. I'M
I LIKE THE SHADOWS A WHOLE
OT MORE E DAYL

Y, SHADOWCAT IS WHO I AM
AND THIS IS THE LIFE I C'HOOSE (e
LEAD. FOR AS LONG AS I LAST.




A
Iy IT'S FREEZING,
L COME

THE DAY WILL
COME -- SOONER

-~ THE

MOUNTAINS OF

NORTHERN

HONSHLU, NEAR

THe SEARORT b / , s ey

2 SHivA— By PRl 3 < YUKIO-CHAN, vom?

¢ = | | { CALLED THE "WILD ONE”"--

ANC /] JIHES VBN Y R i1 PANCES

STAONCHOLD : WiITH DEATH FOR THE SHEER

OF CLAN \ JOY OF IT. >

YASHIDA.

{ IF 1 ASKED, WOUILD YOU CHANGE THAT NATURE--
GIVE UP BEING WHO AND WHAT YOU ARE 2! )

DIFFERENT
FROM MEZ)]

3%

*THE CAUSE, O C’C}JRSE, IS THE CASKET OF ANCIENT WINTERS--
SEE RECENT ISSUES OF THOR FOR DETAILS -- BrRRRrAnnN.




< YOU'RE SHIVERING £ )
BLAST IT, YUKIO,
I'M A MUTANT... )

TAKE THE HINT.
PATIENCE, 4 LEAVE US ALONE--
GAIJIN, .\~ WHILE YOLI'RE
b STILL ABLE. ==

SUCH PARENTAL SOLICITUDE RINGS
HOLLOW FROM THE MAN WHO
DELIVERED HER INTO THE DEMON'S
HANDS IN THE FIRST PLACE.

1 T-TRIED TO PROTECT HER,

WHAT KIND OF MAN D'YOU -

THINK L AM?

< I'M FINE. MERELY
\ HUMAN I MAY BE, }
DARLING... >

IN THE STATES.
SHE ISN'T THERE.

KITTY'S THE WORLD TO ME, I'D DIE
BEFORE I'D SEE HER HURT.

THAT WON'T BE
NECESSARY.

DON'T_STAND THERE LIKE A
LUMP, MAN -~ GO AFTER HER !
BRING HER BACK!! SAVE--

up?r?

¥
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YOU BOTH KNOW
BETTER THAN I--WHAT THAT
STER CAN DO. KITTY'S
YOUR _FRIEND, SHE'S MY
_CHILD~-- SAVE HER !

DID SHE
WHERE A




... WHENEVER SHE'S
IN TOWN,
—~— LADY
" % Mﬁnmo!.'!)
HOME 2>
i N
\‘. " n\ & R N
N ) < SORRY I
v 50 [ATE, DARLING,
e OFFICE BUSINESS
:\\ LASTED FOREVERZ)
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-- THE UPPER- s
CLASS
MEGURO .
DISTRICT-- In ALY
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- A SKYSCRAPER i

PENTHOU. i
W THAT SERVES AS

THE OFFICIAL

YO,
THE SUPREME
LORD, OF CLAN
YASHIDA...

€... WHILE I RELAX
IN THE TUB. >

COH, MY ACHING FEET. I ENVY YOU/
YOUR SNEAKERS, KIKO, THESE
HEELS ARE CRIPPLING ME. >

IH
HEAVEN I THIS
FEELS SO
SINFULLY

-7 i : ’ DELICIOUS. )
EATENZ?> ; ; 1 a

CHAL, o RN
MARIKO-SAMA, j - M/%%%M e
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L MANY MEN STILL LOOK DOWIN ON ,
WOMEN-- CONSIDER OUR PROPER i

\ PLACE THE HOME, OUR ROLE THE I8
; CARE OF THEIR FAMILY. 3 |
< BUT I_AM DAIMYO--LORD OF THECLAN, THERE
15 INO ONE TO TAKE MY PLACE. LIKE IT OR NG

T, I
BECOME A PART OF THEIR WORLD AND MUST
THEREFORE DRESS AND ACT IN A CERTAIN WAY. /‘

——
< 7O RULE EFFECTIVELY, I MUST HAVE THE RESPECT|
AND LOYALTY OF MY SUBORDINATES--WHICH MUST BE
IRNED ANEW EVERY DAY. I MUST PROVE MYSELF
NGER, HARDER, BRAVER --IN ALL THINGS, I
MUST BE MORE OF A TRUE MAN THAN THEY. } /9




{ AND BECALISE I AM MY
FATHER'S DAUGHTER, I
HAVE PROVED MYSELF
BETTER AT THAT THAN
ANYONE-- EVEN I
MYSELF -- DREAMED,

B%.

< SHE CALLED ME
“MOTHER. ">

WAS WONDERFUL! MY BEST FRIEND IS N
.sm'-- I TOLD YOU ABOUT HER-- WE MET TH)

BEAUTIFUL, AND SO TALL, AND WHEN

ns A ILED AT ME MY HEART ALMOST STOPPED!)

% T ASKED FOR I""‘ f' SHAME ON YOU, MARIKO,
sA{uv ME. DID mgm-mu THAT LONG

VING

< STAY HERE Am.
WHILE I GO LOOK.

HAPPY AS THAT MAKES M.
ING TO 'H&T REMEMBER IT'S ON
AKIKO WAS ORPHA'ﬁED D

GINAT!
WE'RE ALONE HERE )




I - - .
fq’mnﬁ“f’#s%'fn'h il s e { THIS IS THE CAPTAIN SPEAKING. WE'RE BEGINNING OUR
PRIVATE BIZJET... . . ; DESCENT INTO TOKY$§ HANEDA AIRPORT. WE'LL BE

LEAVE MY
MAN BE, PRYDE.
LEAVE AME BE,
LADY. I'LL TAKE
MY CHANCES,

LANDING SHORTL

THE ECONOMY DIDN'T
GET BETTER, THERE
TOO MUCH NEED.




WHAT'D YOU EXPECT?! SHE'S YOUR DAUGHTER CHUMP,
SHE I.OVES YOU. MORE, SHE BEUEVED IN YOU

SHE AIN'T A

BUT YOU LET
HER DOWN, PRYDE
-- ALL THE WAY.

THE IM, IT

NEVER ENTERED HER

HEAD YOU COULD BE

ONE OF THE VILLAINS.

SHE ASSUMED HER

OLD MAN'D BE AT
EAST

AIN‘T THAT SIMPLE. THE KID Fiauass SHE HAS 10 IF SHE'S WRONG
PROVE TO HERSELF THAT SHE'S FREE BY CONFRONTING HER , IF OGUN TAKES HER
YO 2! DEMON-- OGUN-- FACE TO FACE. lr- SHE'S AGAIN--T WILL
WH,IEDéDON'T RIGHT, HE'LL PROBABLY KiLL HER. _

ME--YOL

CURED HER,
DIDNT
You 2¢

<.. BUT FROM
THE WAY YOU
DO, I SENSE

HE MEANS A
GREAT DEAL. )

 HE TAUGHT
ME EVERY THIN

MAY YET DO--
YOU'LL KILL HIMP).
BEST FRIEND... > |
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ILL NEVER HAVE A
BETTER CHANCE.,,

s

ORI h503050855
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I'M NOT THINKING ABOUT

Mm--drxf;‘llgl?”’
FOR WIS M

iy

-~ .A.I”’
:.--—- ':0




LI R

wed HGIPGOING

~AND BEFORE
I CAN HIT
HIM AGAIN...

FLASH-
BOMBY




< YOU wouLp
CHALLENGE ME,
DISCIPLEZ>

< YIELD, MUSUME-

SAN, I HAVE NO WISH
70 bO YOU HARM. >
G

<J/T WOULD

BE AKIN TO
HURTING
MYSELF. >

HOW DOES HE

KEEP FINDING

ME 2! WHEREVER
I GO, HE'S
THERE, TOO!

TO DO HIS DIRTY
WORK FOR HiM !

YOUR
ENTRANCE UN-
DETECTED--)> /.

{-- YOU HAVE
LEARNED WELL -~

< THEN, IF

YOU WILL NOT

SERVE ME--).

A

< YOU CANNOT sl

*:

< -- WOLVERINE'S

FOSTER DAUGHTER,

AKIKO, WILL TAKE
YOUR PLACE. >

< NOW, CHILD




< SPLENDID ! I COULD NOT
HAVE EXECUTED THAT
EVASION BETTER MYSELF !

ALL I HAVE
ARE MY
MUTANT RS,
AND THE SKILLS
WOLVIE TAUGHT ME.

FF' OUT OF HiM--

R THE BREATH
UTASHEFAHS--

--OGUN TOSSES A

THROWING STARS,
FORCING ME TO PHASE.

A& i

I KNOW THEY'RE NO THREAT 1O

, BUT I CAN'T HELP FLINCHING.

DID 1T AGAIN -~
HE VANISHED !

OR MAYBE THE LEGENDS
ARE TRUE. OGUN'S
SUPPOSED 7O BE
IMMORTAL, SUPPOSE
THAT MAKE; Him
MAGIC % 3




FCMMY, HE DOESN'T SCARE ME HALE AS MUCH A4S WHAT I TRIED TO DO TO HIM. IF HE HADN'T BLOCKED THESWORD...'

7 [ g WA e
THAT REACTION WAS AS A ATIC
- AND INSTINCTIVE AS WOLVERINE'S --
WAS LEFT-OVER BIT

ﬂ'gfv@" OR SOME
OF 'S INFLUENCE -- HAVE I
BECOME LIKE HIiM, THEN 2

DUMBDUMEBDUMB --
THE OLDEST TRICK
IN THE BOOK--

W FRIEND-- 5 SHE
= "\ A DEMON, 100?)




You..,

SHE'S ONLY A COUPLE OF
YEARS YOUNGER'N ME--
BUT I FEEL LIKE AN
ANCIENT OLD womAaN
STANDING NEXT TO A BABY.

DON'T STOP

TO
HIDE, HE'LL FIND
YOU--T'LL HOLD
HIM AS LONG
AS 1 CAN.

&

IT'S AN'EFFORT TO
STA

(SB%VOT AFRAID, DISCIPLE, THE SUBSTANCE B

T FATAL. 1 MERELY DESIRED TO
PREVENT AN'




MYSELE.,,

&
3

H N...

| mmm
5

5=

s

< OUR BUSINESS
BEST CONCLUDED

IN PRIVATE, ON
THE ROOF. 3




BUT I TAKE
WHATEVER
OGUN DISHES

TR

A

FROM SOMEWHERE DEEP INSIDE,
I PULL THE STRENGTH I INEED...

=

.. THE GRIT TO
STRIKE BACK.

NN R3S

NIRRT

{< I SHALL NOT
ASK AGAIN.).




YOU ARE TRAPPED,
N DRUG-

NOT PHASE. AND
l;’V THOUG\'OUR "

< BE 5O AGAIN, M
FAVORED CHILD.

N SOME WAYS,
LON?ER A GIRL AT ALI.
KITTY'S NO MORE

HAVE
QVER A
ICAT.







