Babysitter to take

LUUALNIWY —

stand

“Accused in death of toddler, Larsen to testify in own defence

B}SueYanagisawa
Whig-Standard StaffWriter .

NHERYL ANN LARSEN I8 EXPECTED
to testify on her owmn behalf today
ather manslaughter trial in the deatt.
of a young boy she was babysitting ir.
Décember 2002,

Larsen’s hushand, Maj. Mark
Larsen, left his wife’s side in the Supe
rier Court of Justice courtroom vester-
day for the first time since the trial
started, when he was called by the de-
fence to take the witness stand.

Atthe outset of the trial, he was grant-
ed an exemption from the court order
extluding witnesses and has sat next to
hiswifethroughont the testimony,

Lheryl Ann Larsen was charged in
the death of 22-month-old Brody Al-
bert, who suffered a “closed head”
brain injury and while in the Larsen’s
care on Dec, 6, 2002. By the time para-
medics arrived at the Larsens Pem-
bridge Crescent home that morning,
the foddler was unconscious and in
respiratory distress. e

Brody suffered a convulsion in the
ambulance on the way to Kingston
Géneral Hospital and underwent emer-
gency surgery that same morning.

Doctors were upable to control the
swelling in his brain and he died two
days later. He never regained con-
sciousness.

Larsen told paramedics, the boy’s
barents and police that Brody was in-
jured when he fell down her carpeted
basement stajirs. But doctors involved
in his treatment didn’t accept her ex-
planation and concluded that his brain
injury was consistent with child abuse
- specifically, shaken baby syndrome.

The hospital reported that finding to
the local the Children’s Aid Society,
which in turn notified police. Larsen
was arrested and charged with aggra-
vated assault the day after Brody en-
tered hospital, When Brody died the
following day, she found herself facing
a homicide charge.

In his testimony, Mark Larsen, a fi-
nancial officer with 1-Wing, toid the
court that his wife was devastated after
Brody was rushed to hospital. He'd
been away from home for eight weeks
ona training course in Winnipeg and it
was his last day. He'd been talking to
her that morning via computer when
she messaged him that Brody had fall-
enandshe had to goto hospital,

Larsen testified that they spoke
again by telephone at “10:39 Eastern
Standard Time” while she was waiting
with Brody’s parents for word on the
boy’s condition. She sounded “dis-

tranght, worried,” he said.

“Obviously someone she cared for -

was in the hospital undergoing tests
and she was upset and worried.”

Larsen told the court he'd expected
to arrive in Kingston about 11:30 that
night, but after speaking to his wife he
returned by about 6 p.m. When he took
his wife home from the hospital, she
appeared to be in “some sort of shock,”
shivering, unable to eat, drink or sleep
and frequently running to the bath-
room to empty her bladder: :

“She was, in my opinion, quite ill,” he
said. He was concerned, he said, be-
cause he had “strong feelings for Brody”

Assistant Crown attorney Laurie Le-
celle challenged that concern, refex-
ring the major to a transcript of his on-
line conversation with his wife that
morning. The transcript, which is one
of the exhibits in the trial, was recen-
structed from two separate chunks of
text recovered by an officer with the
OFP electronic crime section from the
hard drive of the Larsens’ computer.

“I believe there are segments of [the
discussion] that aren’t there,” Larsen
said, adding that the omissions had al-
tered the context,

He confirmed that the recovered
words were part of the string of their
conversation that morning, however,

In one portion of the text, Cheryl
AnnLarsen, who is identified as
“Cherie,” was telling him about
Brody'’s toilet training and appeared to
be complaining that he was taking too
long to put on his pullups. She told her
husband that Brody was afraid of her
“because of my yelling,” but that even
withthe yelling he wasn’t listening.

Mark Larsen typed back: “I'm not
sure if they don't teach him, or if he is
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Maj. Mark Larsen escorts his wife, Cheryl Ann, t& court of Sept. 24

slow, or what.”

Elsewhere in the text, both Larsens
referred to the boy as “dopey™

Mark Larsen said he was the first to
use the word, although that’s not re-:
flected in'the reconistruction of their |
conversation. He agreed with Lecelle
that it wasn’'ta very charitable conver-

- sation about Brody and said he feels |

bad about having used the word “be- .
cause it's a word I don’t let the kids
use.” Still, he said that he loved the boy
like one of his own children, .

Larsen also rejected Lecelle’s sugges-
tion that his wife was overwhelmed by
looking after their home, their three
sons and Brody during his freguent
work-related absences that year. He
spent 117 days, including the eight
weeks he'd just spent on course, away
from home. '

He told the court that his wife was
smart and resourceful and “I don’t be-
lieve she was at the end of her rope.”

Katherine Ashmead, whose eldest
daughter was in Cheryl Ann Larsen’s
care for six months between 1997 and.
early 1998, and the Larsen family’s.
neighbours, Elizabeth and Robert Duf-!
fin, also testified. ‘

“They’re a very cohesive, happy fam-
ily,” Elizabeth Duffin said.

Robert Duffin said of Larsen: “I,
found her to be a loving, care-giving.
person.”

Ashmead told the court that when
Larsen habysat for her she was caring ;
for five very young children, including
her two oldest sons and Ashmead’s in- .
fant danghter ‘

“She took pride, she was in her glory
looking after children,” Ashmead said. .

The trial continues at 10 a.m. at the
Frontenac County Court House.
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Babysitter’s own words
recited at her trial

By Sue Yanagisawa
Whig-3Standard St

A riter

AJISEN WAS INTERVIEWED BY
e detective the day after 22-
month-cld Brody SAdbert was rus ed unconseions
from her Pembricgze Drive home: to hospital. she
told the officer she wasn't havir g any real proo-
lems tosiet fraining the toddlen

“BEe just loves “she tolg Det.-Sgt. Carelvn
Rice dhuring an etretional video D terview on Dec.
. [ think it'2 because he likes the praise.”
climunicazion later ve rieved from the

But s
hard drive of her computer by OPP Det. Sgt Jim

Faic
hon

o arin

o silggests there was muore stress in her
neld over the issue than she was prepared
£ police.

iy Madam Justice Helen MacLeod. the
vresiding over Larsen's Superior Court tri-
annslaughter in Brody's doath, heard most
“eideo statement and an aceount of the re-
cred online conversatior from the morn-
G @, M2, retrieved Froim her computer
st generated i ostensibis o realtime con-
versaiicn between Cherviand M:rk Larsen. a mua-

course in Winnipeg, although the participants
identifs themselvrs omiv as “Sher vy and “Marlk.”

Faleoner told the court he'd ( scertained ihat
Cherwvl Larsen nses the name St errv online and
Cherwi Larsen independently toid police that she
and ner hushand were commauar icating by com-
puter that morni 2 just before she called 811.

iring the retrisved online conversation.

“Sherry” complained to "Mark™ that Brody has
ing hers for 20 minutes and he still does-
i » his frigzing pullups on 7 and about the
chiled's father never picking hin up early even
whon got off work varls

Alark commisarated. *Tthink it is stupid that
we aave to pun ap with their nseds when they
won't ook after their kKid.” he typed. describing
Brody as mabitdopes”
The conversation continue d with Sherry

ik

2 with he
stalrs and she has to 2o -0 2w hospital.
card the frantic 911« «li that Larsen
i e ol the opera o that she need-
ahaby who had fallen down
:11 % ne’s breathi g, she tells the
shes heard exeltily coaxing the
“Rrody! Come o, honey ™
L Yes, he's breathing.”
is her telling the oper

no bleeding, however, and estimates that he feli
down four or five steps.

“What should 1 do?” she asks. "l don't know

what o do, he seems so limp.”

Underneath her voice but clearly audible on the
tape iz the sound of a voung child moaning. “He's
just mumbling and making funny noises.”
Larsenisheardto tell the operator.

Court has already been told that by the time
paramedics arrived Brody was unconscious and
thev were unable to revive him. He vomited about
aminute after they began to work on him and
went into seizure on the way to the hospital.

He was subsequently found to have bleeding in-
side his skull that was putting pressure on the
right side of hisbrain. Two days later; he died.

Doctors who treated Brody didn't accept the ex-
planation for his injuries. that he'd received them
in a short fall down stairs, He was diagnosed in-
stead as a victim of shaken baby syndrome, which
resulted in the charge against Larsen.

When Larsen agreed to be interviewed on video
bv Det.-Sgt. Carolyn Rice without a lawyer present.
the torddler was still alive, though Larsen knew he
was badly hurt. She sobbed frequenily in recount-
ing what happened that morning. She said “we've
been toilet training him,” and he'd just finished
urinating when she heard the alert for an incoming
message onher computer

“80 T seooped him up and took him downstiirs
with his diaper.” She said she was having him
practise putting it on. because he was still learn-
ing to dress and undress.

Larsen told Rice that Brody put his diaper on
and “1 sald, ‘you need your pants, yvou're going to
getcoid,” " She told Rice that she'd left his blue cor-
duroy pants in the bathroom upstairs and all he
was wearing was his T-shirt, socks and diaper.

“He went upstairs to get his pants and 1 heard
him say, 'Tgot it. [ got it,” and then he was coming
down the stairs — and then he fell.” she said, be-
ginning tocry again.

“I thought it was just a normal 7ail,” but when
she picked himup “he was justsc limp.”

Larsen told Rice, "I thought he was OK. but he
wasn't.”

She suggested to Rice that she might have aggra-
vated his injury by moving him and was assured
that ir was a normal impulse to pick up a fallen
child. But after listening to her account at length.
Rice ninallv confronted Larsen. telling her that
she didn’t believe her explanation.

A weeping Larsen insists in the video that Brody
fell and the only thing she could think of that she
might have dene was to puthim dovwn toohard.

“That’s the only thing [can think of." she said, »
becanse when he x5 30 floppy that Iput him
down ton hard when T wasinapainin.”

.
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Videotape interviews grip court

Babysitter's reaction to news that toddler had died:

By SueYanagisawa
YWhig-Standard StaffWriter

Tm BIGCOURTROOM ON THE SECOND FLOG2
of the Frontenac Countv Court House was
silent vesterd: 1\‘ morning, except for the
sound of Cheryl Larsen's voice emanati ng
from multiple television sets and some sni-
tling from the spectators gallery where e
bers of Brody Adhert's tamily watched,

Larsen-on trial for manslaughter in the
December 2002 death of 22-month-eld Brody -
was videotaped after a night spent in pelice
custoely

Just after 2 p.m. on Dec. 8, 2002, Kingston Pn—
lice Trat. Sgt. Carelyn Rice gave her the new
that Trody had died.

“0Oh ao! Oh my God. Ohvmy God. Oh mv
Cot. Oh my God' Larsen stuttered, burving
her head i her hands,

Rice then told her that she was going t
1in the :eddler’s death and there wns
1 oh my od.” the nal seliable drasin
anagonizecd wail,
r2e11, 33, who had been Buody's babvsitrer
for abouta year was caring for the boy on Txec.
6. 2002, when paramedics wer? called to her
P mm 1dve *'1 o home Ldrwﬂ \11(1 BI

Y evday and on Tuesday. Madam Justice
=1 MacLeod watched owo videotaped in-
cws that Rice conducted with Larsen the
farthe incident, while Brody was f2ht
» s life. and the next afternoon attey he

Cosenwas charced with aggaravated as-
swt sdter the fest de-hour interview on Dec,
LT ‘18 nev d.u. dul g wother v ulnm-

Lzltei}' rediiced
rinary heartrig.

:he '11-,i

LT Intervie,
nt Lhehm hn,n

confronled Lar

doctors who treated

1.4t the boy

PYET COnEin
had oty fallen. Even: i roshe ad-
mi~ted rhat she stosek him af=»- the fall,
tho azh not enough e injure hin, she insistedd.

onbv shook him ewice.” she sakl

Rive asked if she wus angry when she shook
hinu.

o Pawvas scaved.” Larsen veplied.
sea el D wanted him to be QR

Then zhe retirned to her contention that it
was Hhe full - haps the wiy she han-
dled him after the & sounding and looking
distraitght on the tase, 2he told the detective,
“Tewt believe [V Tcan't believe [aid
hindownonthe ﬂm

“lwas

sisted.
2. Teould

S P
I Thada:h

adaing.

‘Oh my God. Oh my God.’

show vou.”

Before getting Larsen a doll - actuallv a
pink, plush frog — Rice questioned her further
about the shaking.

Larsen said she did it “because I was scared
he was being clumsy again.” She said she did-
n'twant him going home withablack eveora
fatlip that she'd have to explain to his parents,

Larsen's husbhand, Mark, a major in the
Armed Forces, had been on course in Win-
nipeg and was coming home that weekend.
She said she'd wanted evervthing to be per-
fect.

“1love Brody He's like one of myv
Larsen told the detective.

A little later she asked if she'd have to go to
jalland “douIget tosee my kids?”

“Notright now, Cheryl,” Rice told her

Larsen later demonstrated for Rice with the
plush frog how she'd lifted Brody with her
hands around his torse and briefly shook him.
The toy flopped back and forth in her hands.

Atthe end of the interview R askead it
there was anvthing more Larsen wanted to
s,

“T'm s0 sorry,” she sobberd,

After the (apes were show, Crinvn attorney
Bruce Griffith asked Rice about the emoticonal
tone of the videos, The detective agre
seemed digtranght both times she 1
but said. "1 had a hard time judging 1 e emo-
tions and her reactions because I never saw a
tear come out of her eye.” during the Dec. 71n-
terview

Clyde Smith, one of the lawyers on Larsen's
defence team, challenged that observation.
and Rice told hirm: "You can hear her and she's
acting as though she's crving and sobbing, but
I'mtelling vou she never shed a tean.”

Rice said she thought some of Larsen's emo-
fions were genuine,

“I'saw tears come out of her eves on Sunday,
when Ttold her Brody had passed awas.™

She also recalled that Larsen developed “the
dry heaves™ during their first inter-iew

“Pretty havd to fake that,” Smith sugeesied.

“I'm not sayving that she did,” Rice respond-
ed. "All I'm saying is I'nt having a hard time
judging what was genuine and what wasnot.”

The trial continues at 10 a.m. today:

own,”




charg
abysitter

Accused aliudles
to scurrying cats while
maintaining her innocence

By S.eYanagizaws
WWhiz-Standarg Staffyv e

Tl [ CORT W,

view of Chervl L
mansleghter trial i
vide sapoed nuvie

In tontrast o the disn
Larsen apncoaced in pey
and ielaxed as she was =ub
tion ng by one of her :
Crovymattorney Bruee GeifBth.

Gritfith wasn't quite done with his crossocny ilution
whe Justice Helen MacLend close 1 court S s e day
Larssmretwrns to the witness stand this morning.

Th235-vear-old mother or three wa Lubysitting v2cath-
old Erody Aihert on Dee & according fo her he
fell dyem her carpeted basetent stairs o her carpeted base-
ment floor She called 831 for help, an 101 the tape of her
call vias plaved in open coiit last we moans of a4 small
child were clearty andible Brody's Inst seinds. By Lhe fime
paranedics reached L s Pemibviige Crescent home,
the tcddler wus anconscious

He never woke up and died in Kingstn General Hospital
two davs later tbom a brain injury his doctors and several
pathclogists diaanesed as shaksn baby =¥ ndrome.

Larsen agreed to a videotaped intoriew with polics the
day ater Brody went into hoespital and sobhed and . ied her
. way through 5 hours of tape before Dot Sgt. Riee tinally
¢ told Fer she was going to be charged with aggravated as-
sault. She spent that Saturday night i palice custods:

The following afternoon. Dec. 8. 2002, Brady died,

Rice had Larzen brought up from the police cells to tell her
that s1e was now going te be charged with the hov s death -
agair on videotape - which provoked the frst tears the
detective saw Larsen shed,

, ,
VEOTLAN O
veringv o ant
wEve hours o ques-
mith, and then by

Please see LARSEN, Page 10



Larsen denies violently shaking Brog

Continued from Poge 2

Both Larsen ait her hushand., Ma,
Mark Larsen, have (oid *he court that
she spent nine days in cnstody after
rhat, but was flinally veleased on
$60.000 batl, with her husband and
two family friends acting 4s sureties.

Inthe witness box vesterday, T.arsen
was well-groomed, dressed in a form-
fitting brown pantsuit. pink shirr and
heels — a contrast to the wrung-out
woman in sweatpants and stocking
feet captured by the camera that De-
cember weekend two vears ago.

She smiled easily and not infre-
quently as Smith asked her questions.
She never ance lost hev calm while
answering Griffith. Theve were no
tears or emotional episodes,

“It Was a 1vpieal morning.” she told
the court. “Brody was dropped off at
0 after. guarter after ejeht.

She said she wrapped a birthday
preseitt ier aldest son. then 7. was io
take to schood for a party immediately
afterwand,

She said she watched from her
house as hev seven-vear-old and six-
vear-old sons hoarded their bus for
school and then took Brody in the
hause and put him on the toilet. He
was pottr troining and sne testified
that she leit the room briefly. return-
ing to ask hitn “Did vou go?" and he

stodress and undress

. but e was frying
ngup and was having
difficuii 5%

she said, when she heard the comput-
er signal for Internet messaging in
the basement.

Larsen and her husband use the on- |
line messaging system to stay in
touch when he's away feom home on
his frequent work-related trips, The ;
court areviously heard that he was
Jjust finishing an sight-week training
course in *Vinnipeg and wvas due to ro-
tern o Kingston later that night,

She told the court. " [ scouped up .
Brody uand [ grabbed the diaper and 1

uragmd him toput 3

A fust told hiim to sit -
Aown ane :io it He was still trying, j

“The cats are always going Up and
dowr: the stairway,” she told Smith,

“Wa didn't think mueh about the
cats' location on the stairs until after
the aceident.”

One of her aunts later told her she
shou.d get rid of them, she said. be-
cause one of them. asleep at the top of
the s:airs, had almost tripped her
when she was going down to the laun-
dryv

Grifith asked her if she was sug-
gestiig Brody's injuries were the
fault of her cat.

“Ne. I'm not suggesting that at all,
but I o recall hearing some noise
with the cat.” she said. "The cat was
scurr/ing into the other room,”

When asked directly by Smith if
she vislently shook Brody Albert that
morn g, Larsen flatly denied it.

Alter Brody's exclamation at the top
of the stairs “sometime after that I
heard his fall,” she testified. “and T
pickec him up off the fioor and I pat-
ted him on the back and I said. 'Tt's
OK, it's OK henev”

She told the court, “T expectad him
tocry™

When he didn’t. she held him qut
away Irom her and I asked him vep-
bally if he was OK and | moved him
torwar g aud backward.”

Larsen said: “Clearly something
was wrong, because he should have
been crying [and} I thought at the
time there was something fnny

LAREN:Testimony continues today

abuet his eves. They weren': tutally
open and they weven't tetally ciosed.”

She tald the court that she luid him
on the floor and checked his airway

looked for any sign of bleeding ind
felt his head.

“There was a small soft spot, but
didn't think anything of it.” she re.
called, because she didn't feel any
bumpy.

She safd she then cradled him in
herarms and took him upstairs
where she laid him on the carpeted
floor and pust water on his face before
calling §11.

Griffith questicned her about her
interview the next day with Det. Rice:
and her admissicn that she did shake
Brody

Under questioning hy Smith,
Larsen said she was unawure that she
was a suspbect when she agreed to talk
to Rice.

“I'was just going down to answer
questions,"” she said. “I thought that
Was pretty normal.

Griffith suggested she must have
known when Rice asked her pointedly
whether there was something she
wasn't admitting and questioned her
about whether she'd dropped Brody
or shaken him.

Larsen. who said she provided care
for five children under the age of
three at one time about seven vears
420, insisted she wasn't aware of
what the detective was getting at,
evenat the end of their interview

“Ididn’t realize at that time that }
was suspected of shaking Brody,” ehe
said.




Iy Albert

She siid she's heard of shaken baby 1
syndrome, but never had any reason
toread Gponit.

At one point in the interview with E
Rice, after the detective told Larsen”
that Brody couldn’t have been hurt
that badly by failing down stairs and
suggested to Larsen that she'd shaken j§
him, Larsen said: “I know, I know. | u
shook him too hard, but I didn't mean |
to.” i
When Griffith directed her to that ?
part of the tape, however, Larsen said |
she rea ized by then that Rice was Eﬁ
“convinced at that point that 1 ha.i ¥
shaken him.” 4

She toid the court she was extreme-
Iy entotional and “Tknow how 1 d.
things and I would not call what I did
ashake.”

She told the Crown: “Those are my
words after being interrogated for
three hours.” :

Even after Rice suggested she was ¢
leaving something nut and kept asking
her to g over the same points again
and again, Larsen said "actually, I did-
n't realize she didn't believe me.

“I thought there was something I
had missed.” fas

Griffith suggested she must have re- 59
alized she was putting herself’ in jeop-
ardy with her answers, 0

“No. T was searching for answers,”

- she told him.

el

v,
The trial continues today at 10am.
at the Frontenac County Court House. ,




