
 

 
 

On July 1 6  FBI  agents arrested security researcher Dm it ry Sk lyarov. 

On July 2 3  Adobe System s, w hich originally called for  Dm it ry’s arrest , 
recom m ended he be released from  federal custody. 

On July 2 7 , the Elect ronic Front ier  Foundat ion m et  w ith the Departm ent of 
Just ice to request  Dm it ry’s release. 

The Departm ent  of Just ice has done nothing. 

 

  The law under which 
Dm it ry is charged, the 
notor ious Digital 
Millennium  Copyright  Act  
(DMCA)  is again proving 
harmful to civil libert ies 
and software developm ent . 
  Dmit ry, a Ph.D. candidate 
and father of two sm all 
children, wrote software 
for his em ployer, 
Elcom Soft . Elcom Soft ’s 
program  m akes it  possible 

for legit im ate users to m ake fair  use of e-books, and 
could m ake it  possible for visually im paired users to 
use them with Braille terminals and text - to-speech 
software. Dm it ry is a Russian cit izen whose act ions 
are perfect ly legal in his hom e count ry. He has 
com mit ted no cr im e. 
  This case is not  about copyright  infringem ent . 
Dm it ry has not  been charged with m aking any illegal 
copies. His work sim ply allows the legit im ate 
purchaser of an e-book to t ranslate it  from  one digital 
form at into another. 
  Dmit ry was arrested after present ing his findings at  
a conference in Las Vegas. The FBI  should not be 
using our tax dollars to persecute law - abiding 
cit izens of other  countr ies w ho visit  the USA to 
part icipate in conferences.  

"The U.S. governm ent for the first  t im e is 
prosecut ing a program m er for building a tool 
that  m ay be used for m any purposes, 
including those that  legit im ate purchasers 
need in order to exercise their fair  use 
r ights."  
- -  Robin Gross, Elect ronic Front ier 
Foundat ion 

"Researchers and scholars have long faulted 
the ant i-circum vent ion provision. They say it  
hinders scient ist s’ abilit y to study securit y 
flaws in com puter software. They also argue 
that  the D.M.C.A. dissuades educators from  
excerpt ing passages from  scholar ly works for 
classroom  inst ruct ion."  
- -Andrea L. Foster, Chronicle of Higher 
Educat ion 

" I n this case, readers’ interests should be 
param ount , and the leading e-book form ats -
-  Adobe’s am ong them - -  slight  them by 
m aking it  im possible to open an e-book when 
upgrading to a new com puter or when 
suffering a num ber of all- too-com m on 
com puter woes, such as virus infect ion and 
hard-disk failure."  
- -Connie Foster, Elect ronic Publishers 
Coalit ion 

http:/ / freesklyarov.org/  
ht tp:/ / eff.org/  

ht tp:/ / ant i- dm ca.org/  


